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Canadian delegation arrives 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A Canadian parliamentary delegation 
arrived in Amman on Saturday for a six-day visit to Jordan and 
meetings with the speaker and members of the Lower House of 
Parliament. The delegation members will also hold talks with 
Speaker of the Upper House of Parliament Ahmad A1 Lawzi, 
Minister of Occupied Territories Affairs Marwan Dudin, 
Foreign Minister Taher A1 Masn ana other officials. They will 
also visit the Martyr’s Monument and the Baqaa refugee camp 
and tour Jerasb and other archaeological sites in the Kingdom. 
A spokesman for the Canadian embassy in Amman told the 
Jordan Times that the six-member delegation will spend three ■ 
days in Jordan before visiting the occupied Arab territories for 
two days after which they will return to Jordan. He said that the 
delegation was making the visit at the invitation of the LoweT 
House of Parliament. 
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Regent receives Egyptian message 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, on Saturday received a verbal message from 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak addressed to His Majesty 
King Hussein dealing with current Arab affairs and questions of 
mutual concern. The message was conveyed to Prince Hassan by 
Dr. Osama A1 Baz, director of the Egyptian president’s office 
for political affairs. Dr. Baz's visit is part of the continued 
cooperation, coordination and consultation between the two 
countries on issues of concern to the Arab World and the 
challenges confronting the Arab Nation. The Regent's meeting 
with Dr. Baz was attended by Chief of the Royal Court Marwan 
A1 Qasem and Egyptian Ambassador to Jordan Ihab Wahbeh. 


Volume 12 Number 3406 


AMMAN, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1987, JUMADI AL THANI23, 1407 


Price: Jordan 100 fas ; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 2 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


' King congratulates 
Sheikh Khalifa 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Saturday sent a 
cable to the emir of Qatar, 
Sheikh Khalifa Ibn Hamad AJ 
Thani, congratulating him on the 
anniversary of his assumption of 
constitutional power. The King 
wished Sheikh Khalifa continuing 
good health and the people of 
Qatar further progress and 
prosperity. 


Iraqi leader 
meets Khatib 

BAGHDAD (Petra) — Iraqi 
> President Saddam Hussein re- 
& ceiied here on Sarurday Minister 
of Information Mohammad A1 
Khatib who is currently on an 
official visit to Iraq. The meeting 
was attended by Iraqi Minister of 
Culture and Information Latif 
Jassem. Mr. Khatib arrived here 
on Wednesday at the head of a 
Jordanian delegation. 


Post office to receive 
job applications 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
on Saturday held a regular meet- 
ing chaired by Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai and approved a deci- 
sion by which postal offices 
would receive applications for 
government vacancies addressed 
to the Civil Service Commission. 
The Cabinet also discussed other 
issues and took appropriate deci- 
sions. 


Gorbachev back in 
Moscow from Baltic 

MOSCOW (R) — Kremlin lead- 
er Mikhail Gorbachev returned 
to Moscow on Saturday after a 
tour of the Soviet Baltic states,. 
TASS news agency reported. He 
visited Latvia and Estonia but 
said he would not go to Lithuania 
as he had already visited it before 
he became Communist Party 
leader nearly two years ago. At 
the start of the tour, Moscow 
Radio said he would also visit 
Lithuania. 


Kahane retains U.S. 
citizenship 

NEW YORK (AP) — Rabbi 
Meir Kahane has won a court 
fight to retain his U.S. citizenship 
when a federal judge ruled that 
he never intended to give it up 
when he was elected to Israel’s 
parliament. The State Depart- 
ment stripped Kahane of his 
citizenship in October 1985, more 
than a year after bis election to 
the Israeli Knesset. The govern- 
ment said his election constituted 
voluntary expatriation with the 
intent to relinquish his 
citizenship. 


Protesters battle 
police in Peshawar 

PESHAWAR (R) — Demonstra- 
tors battled with police and set 
vehicles ablaze Saturday on the 
third day of protests after a lorry 
bomb blast on Thursday killed at 
least 12 people and injured more 
than 60, witnesses said. They said 
the police fired tear gas and made 
baton charges to break np crowds 
of protesters, who accused au- 
thorities of failing ro provide 
security from frequent bomb 
blasts m the region bordering 
Afghanistan. 
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4,000 Syrian soldiers 

moving towards west Beirut 

Karami explains accord to quell militia war 
Gemayel rejects intervention as unconstitutional 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Syrian tanks rum- 
bled towards west Beirut from Syrian-held 
east Lebanon on Saturday to try to quell 
fierce militia battles in which more than 200 
people have been killed in the past week. 


Lebanese Prime -Minister 
Rashid Karami told reporters in 
Damascus the armoured column 
was on the move. 

“Syrian reinforced mechanised 
forces backed by commando units 
moved towards west Beirut today 
to impose a ceasefire, restore 
peace and order and dissolve 
aimed militias,” he said. 

But President Amin Gemayel 
condemned the planned Syrian 
intervention. 

Local radio stations reported 
that a scooting patrol for the 
Syrian force has reached the sub- 
urban Khaldeh crossroad on die 
capital’s southern edge. 

A statement released by the 
presidential palace shortly after 
Mr. Gemayel flew back from a 
weeklong tour of Western 
Europe said: 

“The president of the republic, 
underscoring the tragic humanita- 
rian plight that prompted some 


government leaders to directly 
seek the help of sister Syria to 
cope with foe situation, cannot 
but declare that this unilateral act 
is unconstitutional.’’ 

It could not be determined 
whether Mr. Gemayel’s objection 
would actually stop the Syrians 
from moving in. 

Beirut radios said the scouting 
patrol of foe Syrian intervention 
force arrived at the beachside 
suburb of Khaldeh shortly after 
nightfall. 

The report could not be inde- 
pendently verified and Beirut 
police said they could not confirm 
it. 

The Lebanese constitution 
empowers only the president to 
seek military assistance from a 
foreign power. But Mr. 
Gemayel's authority has been 
eroded by almost 12 years of civil 
war and be wields no influence 
anywhere in many areas of 


Lebanon. 

In his statement, Mr. Gemayel 
called upon the leaders who offi- 
cially requested Syria’s interven- 
tion to “return to foe fold of 
legitimacy to resume the national 
reconciliation dialogue that will 
produce agreement to safeguard 
foe nation’s unity and restore its 
security and stability." 

Political sources said the Sy- 
rians were expected to reach the 
Lebanese capital on Saturday, 
but a Shi’ite Muslim Amal militia 
source told Reuter they had no 
plans to patrol the streets of west 
Beirut sector this weekend. 

“They will stay at a (Lebanese) 
army barracks. Meanwhile each 
mili tia or political party will with- 
draw its mili tiamen from the 
streets by Monday," the Amal 
source said. “If problems arise, 
foe Syrians will intervene." 

Mr. Karami said in Damascus 
he was returning to Beirut im- 
mediately to supervise imple- 
mentation of an agreement be- 
tween Syrian and Lebanese lead- 
ers Friday night for a ceasefire 
and closure of militia and party 
offices. 

Political sources said up to 
4,000 troops were preparing to 


enter Beirut for Syria's first ma- 
jor military intervention there 
since an Israeli siege in 1982 
ousted 14,000 Syrian troops and 
Palestinian fighters. 

News agencies said Amal mili- 
tiamen and their leftist foes kept 
up sporadic barrages of grenade 
and machinegun fire in several 
parts of west Beirut, but neither 
side tried to gain ground. 

“Why are foe Syrians taking so 
long to get here? We can't bear it 
any more," said a resident in foe 
battered Sanayeh district. 

Bullets whined off walls, explo- 
sions shattered windows and 
rocket-propelled grenades set 
apartments on fire. 

Civilians seeking food ventured 
onto streets near foe Commodore 
Hotel, where fighters of the Prog- 
ressive Socialist Party (PSP) 
basked in the sun outside. But 
sniper fire paralysed foe main 
Hamra shopping street nearby. 

The fighting pitted Justice 
Minister Nabih Bern’s Shi’ite 
Amal militia against an alliance 
of Walid Junblatt’s PSP and the 
Lebanese Communist Party. 

Mr. Bern and Mr. Junblart 

(Continued on page 2)‘ 


Iraq says 2 Iranian attacks foiled 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said Saturday its naval units 
foiled two Iranian attempts to 
attack a disused Iraqi oil terminal 
at foe month of foe Gulf. 

A high command communique 
sai<j several Banian boats attack- 
ed the terminal but were re- 
pulsed. One boat was sunk, 
another was hit and the rest fled, 
it said. 

The communique made no 
mention of any action by the Iraqi 
air force or of Iranian artillery 
shelling of Iraqi civilian areas. 

■ This appeared to indicate that 
both sides in the war were hold- 
ing to an unofficial truce in 
attacks on towns or cities. 

In Moscow on Friday, visiting 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz assured foe Soviet lead- 
ership that his country was ready 
for immediate talks with Iran on 
ending their nearly seven-year- 
old war, TASS news agency re- 
ported. 

“Iraq is prepared to sit down at 
the negotiating table immediate- 
ly, should the Iranian side express 
the same preparedness," it 


quoted him as telling Soviet Pres- 
ident Andrei Gromyko. 

Earlier TASS reported that 
Mr. Aziz had also briefed Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze and Prime Minister 
Nikolai Ryzkhov on the unspeci- 
fied steps Baghdad was taking to 
end the war. 

Moscow has now called op Iran 
and Iraq to end foe fighting as 
soon as possible and Mr. Gromy- 
ko’s characterisation of Soviet- 
Iraqi -relations as “friendly” 
according to TASS, underlined 
that foe Kremlin regards Bagh- 
dad's position as more construc- 
tive than Tehran’s. 

Mr. Gromyko said the war was 
a “senseless carnage" and most 
states of the world wanted to see 
it end. 

“Those who do not heed these 
voices, who disregard them, have 
a grave responsibility to bear," he 
told Mr. Aziz in apparent refer- 
ence to Iran. 

Last week, Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ah Akbar Velayati vi- 
sited Moscow and Mr. Gromyko 
made clear that Tehran’s view of 


the conflict did not coincide with 
the Kremlin’s. 

Tehran refuses to negotiate 
with Baghdad and says it will 
pursue the war until it topples the 
Iraqi government. 

TASS said earlier Mr. Aziz 
informed Mr. Shevardnadze of 
foe “steps being taken by foe 
Iraqi leadership to find a peaceful 
outcome for foe Iran-Iraq conflict 
and prevention of further blood- 
shed.” 

- Mr. Shevardnadze reiterated 
foe Kremlin’s -desire to see an 
early end to foe conflict and 
stressed the need to continue a 
two-week moratorium on the 
bombing of cities, which both 
sides .are currently observing, 
TASS added. 

Earlier on Friday, Iraq said its 
warplanes hit a ship, foe third in 
24 hours, in the northern Gulf 
waters arid vowed to escalate its 
economic war against Iran after 
declaring the two-week truce. 

Iranian President Ali 
Khamenei said Iran also has de- 
cided to bait its attacks on Iraqi 
cities. 


‘CIA ended up 
with arms 
destined 
for contras’ 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 
CIA secretly paid SI. 2 million for 
a shipload of weapons from Po- 
land and Portugal originally 
bound for Nicaragua's anti-Sandi- 
nista rebels, according to a report 
published Saturday. 

The arms purchase was 
apparently an attempt to bail out 
two key associates of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Oliver North, the Los 
Angeles Times reported. 

Retired air force Major-Gener- 
al Richard V. Secord and Califor- 
nia businessman Albert A. 
Hakim reportedly paid $2.2 mil- 
lion to buy 358 tonnes of assault 
rifles, hand grenades and other 
monitions, unidentified sources 
told the Times. 

But the plan somehow went 
sour and foe pair found them- 
selves in possession of an aims 
cache they could not unload, the 
newspaper said. 

Some sources quoted by the 
paper said the arms merchants 
may have lost $1 million on the 
deal, but other sources said it was 
unclear whether Gen. Secord and 
Mr. Hakim risked their own capital 
or whether the money might have 
come from Swiss bank accounts 
that were under Col. North’s con- 
trol last summer. 

North said to have given secret 
data to Iran, page 2 


Egypt and Sudan sign new 
‘brotherhood pact’ 


CAIRO 

ministers 


— The prime 
and Sudan 
signed a “brotherhood pact” on 
Saturday to promote economic, 
industrial and agricultural coop- 
eration. 

It was the first practical sign of 
improved ties between the two 
traditional allies since relations 
came under strain after Sudanese 
President Jaafar Numeiri was 
toppled in a coup in 1985. 

The agreement replaces a 1978 
integration pact reached under 
Mr. Nmndri but repudiated last 
year by Prime Minister Sadeq A1 
Mahdi when he came to power 
after elections in Sudan. 

Mr. Mahdi, who arrived on. 
Wednesday for an official visit to 
Cairo, signed the pact after talks 
with Egyptian Prime Minister 
Atef Sedki. 

He was due to hold further 
talks with President Hosni 
Mubarak on Sunday before re- 
turning to Khartoum. 

The Brotherhood Accord is a 
loosely wended agreement read- 
ing more like a joint com- 
munique. 

It spoke of the two neighbour- 
countries’ “special relations 
destiny” and common bonds 
including the Nile River and 
strategic interests. 

“Egypt is Sudan’s northern 
depth, and Sudan is Egypt’s 
southern depth,” it said. 

The two countries concluded in 
1976 a mutual defence agree- 


ment, which remains in force. 
Unlike his attitude towards the 
1982 integration pact, Mr. Mahdi 
never has publicly criticised the 
defence accord. 

Saturday's document said: 
“This charter is a first step to- 
wards meeting the aspirations of 
our two peoples for fraternity and 
kinship.” 

It railed in general terms for 
economic cooperation in the 
fields of economy, education and 
culture, information-, youth 
affairs, health, transport and 
comm unica tions. 

It set up a supreme joint com- 
mittee co-chaired by the two 
prime ministers to follow up on 
implementation. 

The scrapped charter had 
established several integration in- 
stitutions, including an eight - 
member council co-cbaired by the 
heads of state, a 60-member joint 
tent and a special fund to 
ice joint projects. 

The new agreement voiced 

emmLtteESrts to end foe four- 

year-oid rebellion in southern 
Sudan led by John Garang. The 
rebels, demanding administrative 
and economic reforms, thus fax 
have spumed Mr. Mahdfs over- 
tures for peace talks. 

“The Sudanese side supports 
Egypt's good offices to help re- 
solve the problem of foe south 
and bring stability to foe region,” 
the agreement said. 


Shamir in 
Los Angeles 

LOS ANGELES (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir began a private visit to 
Los Angeles on Saturday after 
arriving here Friday night from 
Washington. 

Mr. Shamir addressed the 
World Affairs Council Friday 
night and reiterated his objec- 
tions to an international confer- 
ence on the Middle East. He 
contended that the U.S. would 
lose influence in the Middle East 
if Moscow was allowed to enter 
efforts for peace. 

Pressing on the same theme 
last week, Mr. Shamir told a 
group of journalists in Washing- 
ton that it would be “better” to 
formalise the U.S. -Israeli rela- 
tionship giving Israel the statusof 
a full North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) ally, but 
said Israel would leave such a 
move to foe U.S. 

He also indicated that Israel 
has no intention of altering its 
policy towards South Africa to 
comply with a provision in foe 
Anti-Apartheid Act of 1986. The 
legislation requires that President 
Reagan identify by April 1 in a 
report to Congress those coun- 
tries still providing South Africa 
with weapons, “with a view to 
terminating United States milit- 
ary assistance." 

“We keep our commitments,” 
Mr. Shamir said at a breakfast 
meeting with editors and col- 
umnists. 

Mr. Shamir said Israel has not 
asked foe United States to make 
an exception to the Anti-Apar- 
theid Act and indicated that he 
does not expect the Reagan admi- 
nistration to cut off military aid to 
Israel over the issue. 

He said Israel would explain its 
policy toward South Africa at a 
later time. 

-During his three-day visit to 
Washington, Mr. S hamir has re- 
peatedly hailed the decision of 
Congress and the administration 
to grant Israel, Japan, Australia, 
South Korea and Egypt the status 
of a “major non-NATO ally,” 
After meeting with Mr. 
Reagan at foe White House on 
Wednesday, Mr. S hamir said the 
new official description had 
added “a new dunenaon*’ to the 
U.S-Israeli relationship. He said 
On Thursday that it marked “the 
first formal definition of our sta- 
tus" with the United States. 

Israel has no defence treaty 
with the United States but signed 
a strategic cooperation agree- 
ment with Washington in 1983. 

The ultimate Israeli objective, 
according -to adminis trative and 
congressional sources, is to gain 
the same status as NATO allies. 


King and Queen arrive in Austria 


VIENNA (Agencies) — Their 
Majesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor arrived here on 
Saturday on a private visit ex- 
pected to last several days. 

The King and Queen were re- 
ceived upon arrival by Austrian 
President Kurt Waldheim and his 
wife Elisabeth. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the King was to hold talks 
with Dr. Waldheim and Chancel- 
lor Franz Vranitsky during the 
visit. 

Austrian Interior Minister Karl 
Blecha and other senior officials 
as well as the Jordanian ambassa- 
dor to Austria were at hand to 
receive the King and Queen upon 
arrival here. 

The King and Queen were seen 
off from Amman by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, 
Speaker of the Upper House of 
Parliament Ahmad AJ Lawzi, 
Lower House Speaker Akef A! 
Fayez, Royal Court Chief Mar- 
wan A1 Qasem, Court Minister 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor are seen off upon 
their departure Tor Austria on Saturday by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Prime Minister Zaid Rifai and other senior 
officials (Petra photo) 


Ad nan Abu Odeh, Armed Forces 
Commander-in-Chief General 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker, Cabinet 
members and senior civil and 
military officials as well as Au- 


strian Ambassador to Jordan 
Arnold Moebiums. 

Prior to the King's departure, 
Crown Prince Hassan was sworn 
in as Regent. 


Arabs continue violent clashes 
with Israelis in W. Bank, Gaza 


GAZA CITY, Occupied Gaza 
Strip (Agencies) — Palestinian 
students clashed with Israeli 
troops and an Israeli car was 
damaged by a firebomb Saturday 
in the occupied Gaza City, Israeli 
and Palestinian sources quoted by 
news agencies said. 

In the occupied West Bank 
town of Ramallah, Israeli troops 
used tear gas to break up a 
demonstration by;- some 200 
Palestinians, the reports said. 

Israeli troops surrounded Gaza 
City's Islamic University and tried 
to enter the campus, bat were 
prevented from, doing so by 
Palestinian students who blocked 
the gates, a university source 
said. The source, who demanded 
anonymity, told AP an Israeli 
tank forced open one of the 
gates. 

The. report was confirmed by 
another Palestinian source, who 
also spoke to AP on condition of 
anonymity. The source said foe 


dash started Saturday morning 
after Palestinian students of the 
Gaza City's AJ Azbar University 
demonstrated and stoned Israeli 
cars. 

The source said Israeli troops 
fired tear gas to disperse the 
demonstrators. 

The Palestine Press Service, an 
agency that monitors events in 
the occupied territories, said 
several students were apparently 
wounded by rubber bullets fired 
by the soldiers. The agency could 
not provide any additional de- 
tails. 

On Sunday, foe~Islamic Uni- 
versity and AJ Azhar were, 
ordered dosed for three days 
after Israeli soldiers clashed with 
students, wounding five. 

The Israeli military command 
could not confirm the reports. 
But a military source, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, told 
AP that “if you received such an 


information, I presume it is 
true." 

In another incident, on Satur- 
day, a firebomb was thrown at an 
Israeli car in the Gaza City's 
marketplace, foe Israeli military 
said. Israeli-owned cars carry dis- 
tinctive yellow license plates. 

Confirming Saturday's clash in 
Ramallah, a Israeli army spokes- 
man said: “Following a number 
of disturbances, during which a 
soldier was slightly wounded in 
the leg by a stone, a curfew was 
imposed in the centre of Raroal- 
lah shortly after 10.00 a.tn. and 
lifted an hour later." 

Saturday's protests follow 
almost daily incidents over foe 
past two weeks throughout the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. On a number of 
occasions Israeli soldiers have 
used tear gas and fired live 
ammunition to break up crowds 
of stone-throwing demonstrators. 


Zia arrives in Delhi 
on ‘cricket diplomacy 9 


NEW DELHI (R) — Pakistani 
President Mohammad Zia U1 
Haq arrived in New Delhi on 
Saturday for talks with Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, two days 
after Indian and Pakistani troops 
drew back from battle positions 
along their border. 

The visit, ostensibly for Gener- 
al Zia to watch a cricket match, 
marks an improvement in rela- 
tions between countries which 
appeared ready to go to war last 
month. 

Gen. Zia landed at Indira 
Gandhi International Aiiport 
about 5:45 p.m. under tight 
secui../ and did not speak to 
reporters. He was greeted by Mr. 
G andhi . 

Earlier, before leaving Islama- 
bad, Gen. Zia said that more 
cricket-related visits by foe Indi- 
an and Pakistani leaders to each 
other’s countries were proposed 
for later this year. 

“I hope my visit win not only 
encourage the players but, ln- 


sbaaliab, also help improve rela- 
tions between Pakistan and In- 
dia," he said. 

Gen. Zia said a proposal was 
under consideration that the pres- 
idents of India and Pakistan be 
present at one match and the 
prime ministers at another during 
foe cricket World Cup to be 
played in the two countries in 
October and November. 

Gen. Zia, accompanied by his 
wife and a 68-member entourage, 
was to spend about 12 hours 
overnight in foe capital. He will 
travel to the western city of 
Jaipur on Sunday to watch his 
country play India in foe third 
test match. 

The Pakistani president was 
invited by the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India and is not on an 
official visit, an Indian External 
Affairs Ministry spokesman said. 

He was to meet Mr. Gandhi 
over dinner Saturday evening and 
at foe airport before leaving for 
Jaipur, foe spokesman said. 


Haughey not to seek 
help from independents 

opposition in the new parliament, 
which meets on March 10, will 
initially be fragmented. This 
prompted a party spokesman to 
pledge that no deals will be done 
with foe three independents who 
were likely to back Mr. Haughey. 

The spokesman said that if the 
independents or the four mem- 
bers of the Marxist Workers par- 


DUBLIN (R) — Charles 
Haughey, back in power at the 
head of a minority government, 
will seek to rule without the help 
of independents in Ireland's par- 
liament, a spokesman for his 
Fianna Fail party said Saturday. 

Mr. Haughey, the great survi- 
vor in Irish politics, made yet 
another political comeback to be- 
come prune minis ter for foe third 
time, winning 81 seats in Tues- 
day’s cliffh anger election. 

But this was just three short of 
an overall majority and a bitter 
blow to Mr. Haughey who had 
hoped for a strong mandate to 
push through foe harsh austerity 
measures needed to put Ireland’s 
debt-ridden economy back on 
course. 

Mr. Haughey, a flamboyant 
self-made millionaire, is resting 
on ins private island off western 
Ireland this weekend after gruell- 
ing four-week election campaign. 

Fortunately for him, the 


ty expected any approaches from 
Mr. Haughey “they will not get as 
much as a phone call.” 

When last in power in 1982 at 
the head of a minority govern- 
ment, Mr. Haughey bargained 
for the support of independent 
Tony Gregory so that he could 
ding to power for 10 months. 

But then Garret Fitzgerald’s 
Fine Gael party and its Labour 
colleagues offered a potential 
alternative government and a ma- 
jor threat. 

This time their combined 
'Strength in parliament is only 65 
■seats. 


Tamil rebels 
said ready 
for ‘suicide 
attacks’ 

COLOMBO (AP) — Senior in- 
telligence sources said Saturday 
that Tamil separatist “hit men 
and suicide squads” could target 
embassies of countries which aid 
foe government. 

However, there was no official 
confirmation of the report. 

The sources, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said security 
has been tightened at the embas- 
sies of the United States, Great 
Britain, Pakistan and China, all 
of which give assistance to Sri 
Lanka. 

The United States and Britain 
provide aid only for economic 
development, but Tamil extrem- 
ists have alleged that the money is 
used to strengthen government 
operations against their separatist 
insurgency. 

Security already is tight at all 
U.S. embassies because of 
threats, but there have been no 
reports of specific threats against 
Americans in Colombo. 

The intelligence sources said 
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil. 
Eelam, the most powerful rebel 
group, are trying to rebuild their 
forces after attacks by security 
force in the north since Feb. 6. 

Hie sources said the Tigers’ 
bomb expert and technology 
chief, codenamed “Vasu,” was 
killed last week when a water 
tanker truck exploded as a rebel 
bomb went off prematurely. 







2 Home-Middle East news 


Doctor reports typhoid 
in besieged Shatila camp 



BEIRUT (R) — Typhoid has broken out among 
starving Palestinians trapped for months in a 
Beirut refugee camp by Shi’ite Muslim militiamen, 
according to a camp surgeon. 


“The medical and nutrition 
situation in the camp has reached 
a catastrophic stage." Canadian 
surgeon Chris Giannou told Reu- 
ters bv radio Friday night. 

He 'said several people had 
died after months of malnutri- 
tion. “Two or three times I saw 
people roasting cats on open fires 
to eat. 

"The water shortage and pollu- 
tion of the network has caused 
cases of typhoid, gastroenteritis 
and skin disease." 

.Dr. Giannou, 37, heads a Pales- 
tine Red Crescent medical team 
in the Shatila settlement on 
Beirut's southern outskirts. 

The' grey huddle of shell-rav- 
aged concrete and breeze-block 
dwellings house some 3,000 to 
4.000 Palestinians, who form part* 
of the diaspora created by the 


new-born state of Israel in 194S. 

Shatila and its big sister camp 
of Bourj AJ Barajneh, a 
kilometre away beside the main 
Beirut Airport Hiehwav. have 
been under siege by the Shi'ite 
Amal militia since Oct. 29. 

AmaJ announced on Wednes- 
day that it had lifted the block- 
ade, but Dr. Giannou said Shi’ite 
fighters, locked all week in fierce 
battles with rival leftist militias, 
were still ringing Shatila. 

No refugees had been allowed 
in or out of the settlement, still 
hit by sporadic shellfire. “Sixty 
per cent of the camp has been 
destroyed beyond repair, 30 per 
cent (has been damaged but) may 
be restored and only 10 per cent 
is now habitable," he said. 

Reporters were unable to reach 


Bourj A 1 Barajneh because snip- 
er fire and dashes paralysed the 
streets of west Beirut. 

Reports of severe hardship in 
the two Beirut settlements and in 
Rashidiyeh, South Lebanon, 
have sparked international con-, 
cern for an end to the camps war, 
which has cost around 800 lives. 
Amal loosened its siege of Rashi- 
diyeh last Sunday. 

Dr. Giannou did not say how 
many typhoid cases had occurred 
in Shatila, where he and a French 
nurse have worked for a year. 

“Five people died of heart dis- 
ease berause of the lack of 
medication," he said. More than 
1,000 refugees were packed into 
four small, damp underground 
shelters without electricity or 
proper ventilation, and respira- 
tory problems were common. 

He said the only hospital was in 
a cluster of four bouses hit by 300 1 
shells in the last three months. 
Parts were no longer usable, but 
sandbags and concrete roofs had 
provided protection. 


OAU chief ends talks on Western Sahara 


RABAT (R) — Congolese Presi- 
dent Denis Sassou-Nguesso, bead 
of the. Organisation of African 
Unit? (OAU). left Saturday for 
home after discussing the Western 
Sahara conflict with King Hassan 
of Morocco. 

Mr. Sassou-Nguesso, who ar- 
rived Friday, had two rounds of 


private talks with King Hassan 
Friday night and was later guest 
at a banquet given by the king at 
his palace in Fez, central Moroc- 
co. MAP said. 

It was the first visit by an OAU 
chairman since Morocco quit the 
oiganisation in 1984 in protest at 
the admission of the self-styled 


Saharan Arab Democratic Re- 
public (SADR) proclaimed by 
Polisario guerrillas fighting 
Morocco for independence of the 
Western Sahara. 

Earlier this month, Mr. Sassou- 
Nguesso went to Algiers before 
starting a tour of France, Bel- 
gium. Britain and Spain. 


4,000 Syrian soldiers moving towards W.Beirut 

(Continued from page 1) riers, backed by a battalion of in the residential district of Km 


were among five Lebanese lead- 
ers who requested Syria's military 
intervention after day-long meet- 
ings in Damascus with Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad and his 
top government and military 
aides Friday. 

The other leaders who re- 
quested Syria’s move, aside from 
Prime Minister Karami, were 
Minister of Education Salim Hoss 
and Parliament Speaker Hussein 
Husseini. 

Damascus Radio said Syria was 
prompted by national and huma- 
nitarian motives in deciding to 
respond to Lebanon's request for 
military help. 

“This is not the first time that 
Syria has helped Lebanon to halt 
bloodshed and end its abnormal 
situation," it said. “It has re-, 
sponded to previous official and - 
popular calls for help...” 

Interior Minister Abdullah 
Rasi and Minister of Information 
Joseph Skaff, both pro-Syrian, 
were invited to Damascus on 
Saturday, presumably to add 
their signatures to the interven- 
tion request. 

That suggested the Syrians 
were marshalling multi-sect 
Lebanese support for the military 
intervention in Beirut. 

Informed sources said the Sy- 
rian intervention force is made up 
of an armoured brigade compris- 
ing 100 Soviet-made T-62 tanks 
and 200 armoured personnel car- 


riers, backed by a battalion of 
commandos from the Syrian 
army's elite special forces and a 
'mechanised infantry battalion. 

Syria, the main power broker 
in Lebanon, maintains 25,000 
troops in east and north Lebanon 
under a 1976 peacekeeping man- 
date from the 21-nation Arab 
League. 

Local reporters said the Syrians 
have deployed hundreds of 
Soviet-made halftracks on both 
sides of the 50-kilometre-long 
highway connecting the border 
town of Masnaa with the central 
mountain range across the east- 
ern Bekaa Valley. 

“The vehicles are guarding the 
supply route for the Syrian in- 
tervention force," one unnamed 
Syrian army officer told reporters 
in the Bekaa town of Chtoura. 

News of the Syrian military 
moves came as the Lebanese 
army and 500 Syrian commandos 
already stationed in west Beirut 
set up 21 buffer zones to disen- 
gage the warring leftist and Amal 
militiamen in several embattled 
districts. 

The force deployed in the dis- 
puted districts of Tank Jedideh, 
Cola. Abu Shaker and the Arab 
University despite intermittent 
exchanges of sniping fire, police 
said. 

However, relatively heavy ex- 
changes of rocket-propelled gro- 


in the residential district of Kara- 
kol Druze, where Amal militia- 
men and their leftist foes man 
ciose-rasge positions in entrances 
to apartment buildings, a police 
report said. 

The Lebanese Front, an 
alliance of right-wing Christians, 
said later Saturday the Syrian 
military intervention was a 
“violation of the United Nations 
Charter.” 

The front, which is headed by 
former President Camille Cha- 
moun. urged the U.N. Security 
Council and the two superpowers 
to “speedily move to stop this 
flagrant aggression against a 
sovereign, independent state." 

‘ In Tunis, a Palestinian statt- 
ment said Fateh fighters were nbt 
involved in the latest Beirut fight- 
ing. 

According to a Fateh spokes- 
man quoted by the Palestinian 
WAFA ne.ws agency said:. 
“Palestinian fighters, in particu- 
lar those belonging to Fateh, are 
not involved in any way with the 
battles which have gone on for 
four days in west Beirut between 
various Lebanese factions." 

The latest fighting follows 
more than four months of bitter 
clashes between Amal and 
Palestinians around Palestinian 
refugee camps in Lebanon. The 
PLO has accused Syria of direct 


nades and machine gun fire pre- ■ involvement with Amal in the 
vented the force from deploying attacks on the camps. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


* An exhibition entitled “Bcxdikiair 
at the French Cultural Centre (until 
Feb. 28). 

* The Goethe Institute piesents aa 
exhibition entitled “Six Centuries of 
German Woodcut Art" at the Petra 
Bank. Gaflciy — Wadi Saqra (until 
Feb. 22). 

* Fine arts exhibition by Jordanian 
artists at the Royal Cultural Centre 
(uniD Feb. 23) 

* An an exhibition by Mohammad 
Police and Munira A1 Tunisia at the 
Housing Bank Centre Galkry. 

POETRY 


* Poetry redial by Jordanian poet 
Haydar Mahmoud at 5:tX) p.m. at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 66102677 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Library 641520 

British Council 636147(8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish CaJturaJ Centre 6 24019 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Hava Arts Centre 665195 

Husscm Youth Cily 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 6371 1 1 

Univ. of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

“CMUreirs Heritage and Science 
Museum." Fun and knowledge (or all 
ages, plus a small planetarium. Open 
all week 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.ra. and 3:30 
p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Closed on Friday. 
FoOdorr Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to 18th 
cent dries). The Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeo lo gical Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal A) Oal’p 


(Citadel Hid). Opening hours: 9.00 
ajn.-5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p-m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

SERVICE CLUBS 


liras Amman CJuh. Meetings- every 
first and thud Wednesday at the Hob- 
day Inn. 1:30 p.m. 

Liras PhHaddphfai Club. Meetings ev- 
ery second ana fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
FhibddfiUa Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1 JO p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
■at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 
p.m. 

Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Am- 
man, Eighth Circle. Tel. S16534, 
817534. 


CHURCHES 


St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Amnmdalion (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Ltiweibdeh, Tel. 
637440. 

He la Salle Omrch (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, Tel. 661757. 

Terr manta Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luweibdeh. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5 JO 
p.m. Tel: 622366 

Church of the Amnmdatlra (Greek 

Orthodox) Abdafi, Td. 623541. 

Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Td. 678906. 

Armenian C athode Church Ashrafieh. 

Td. 771331. 

Armeniau Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fieh. Td. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh. Tel. 771751. 

Amman international Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani. Tel. 
677534. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Jabal 
Amman, 6th Circle, (Rev. N. Smir), 
Tel. 811295. 


PRAYER TIMES 


M J0 Fajr 

06:09 (Sunrise) Dvba 

11:49 Dhuhr 

15*1 ‘Asr 

17:29 Maghreb 

18:48 'Isfaa 


U.S. official confirms kidnapping was considered 


matched by 
radio war 


BEIRUT (R) — “Beirut, we 
come with a smile on otp faces," 
was a frequent refrain on Druze 
radio in the past five days as 
Druze-Ieftist forces assaulted 
Shi'ite Muslim Amal militia 
strongholds. 

“Beirut, our love, what has 
happened? Beirut, O Beirut, 
please do not succumb," Amal 
radio sang in reply. 

The street battles in which at . 
least 150 people were killed were 
accompanied by an intense prop- 
aganda war on .Beirut's dozen | 
radio and television stations, 
most of which are militia-linked. 

Playing emotional songs was 
only one of the gambits tried on 
the airwaves in a contest for 
hearts and minds. 

When Education Minister 
Selim Hoss protested at “gunmen 
running amok on the streets," 
partisan radios skilfully edited his 
remarks to make it appear that he 
was criticising the other side. 

For civilians cowering in black- 
ed -out shelters, the radios are 
sometimes the only way to inter- 
pret the explosions outside, to 
judge when to dash for the bak- 
ery, to discover if relatives are 
safe or even to call the fire 
brigade. 

“Ghassan . Mroweh wishes to 
inquire about his sister ' Mona 
Mroweh. She was heading for 
Baalbek and he has not heard 
from her since yesterday," ran a 
typical message. 

Twirling the dial to catch diffe- 
rent stations, civilians hear suc- 
cessive newsflashes, each intro- 
duced by a distinctive jingle and 
interspersed with bright commer- 
cials for carpets, Irish butter or 
the lottery. 

Militiamen taking breaks be- 
tween fiareups prefer all-music 
FM stations — their orders come 
by walkie-talkie. 

Radios have interrupted prog- 
rammes to declare ceasefires or 
to say a joint security force has 
“pacified'' flashpoint, but for 
prople on the spot such 
announcements can seem unreal. 

At one point, dose-range ex- 
plosions and heavy firing were 
shaking the Reuter office while 
radios reported, that, a peace- 
keeping force had Just deployed 
in the streets outside. • - > - • 

Even Syria's military intelli- 
gence chief in Lebanon, Briga- 
dier Ghazi K ana an, has used the 
airwaves to urge fighters to stop 
shooting and get off the streets. 

Amal leader Nabih Bern has 
appealed for an end to the “in- 
formation war," but militias in- 
variably exploit the radio stations 
they run or influence to accuse 
rivals of firing on peace-keepers 
or violating ceasefires. 

Radios run by Falangist militias 
in east Beirut have provided mi- 
nute-by-minute reports on the 
battles between their traditioqa! 
foes and have been accused by 
west Beirut radios of '‘seeking to 
distort facts and ignite sectarian 
discord." 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
officials considered a plan in the 
past few weeks to kidnap the 
hijacker of an American plane in 
Lebanon and bring him to the 
United States for trial, an admi- 
nistration official said. 

The disclosure Friday night was , 
the latest revelation of U.S.: 
covert activities which included 
approval by President Reagan of 
a plan to kidnap suspected ex- 
tremists throughout the world 
and a reported scheme to support 
an Egyptian attack on Libya. - 

The reports surfaced days be- 
fore the scheduled release of the- 
Tower commission report into 
secret arms sales to Iran and the 
diversion of proceeds to Nicara- 
guan contra rebels, which White 
House officials acknowledged 
wQl be damaging. 

The hijacker kidnap plan in- 
volved abducting one of four gun- 
men who seized Trims World 
Airlines (TWA) Flight 847 in 
June 1985, according to an offi- 
cial who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

He said the plan, supported in 
principle by Justice Department 


including Attorney Muamxnar Qadhafi’s headquar- 
Jwin Meese, was re- ters, U.S. officials prepared 
ly because of the dan- attack his retreat at the s?stre«. 
idnapping in Beirut, oasis of Sebha if he - could be 
another reason for to new attacks, 

was that the man U.S. Bases of military units loyal to 
eheve masterminded Col- Qadhafi also were potential 
rig was leader of a targets, it said, adding that secret 
if holding American plans for attacking Libya still 
i Beirut. existed. 


officials including Attorney 
General Edwin Meese, was re- 
jected partly because of the dan- 
ger of a kidnapping in Beirut. 

He said another reason for 
rejecting it was that the man U.S. 
officials believe masterminded 
the hijacking was leader of a 
group now holding American 
hostages in Beirut. 

A U.S. grand jury has indicted 
four men on charges of hijacking 
the plane to Beirut and killing 
one of the passengers, a U.$. 
serviceman. 

Several news organisations re- 
ported plans for attacks on Libya, 
all of which the White House 
dented. 

The New York Times said 
Saturday Mr. Reagan approved a 
secret directive in early 1986 
under which Washington would 
support an Egyptian strike on 
Libya in response to a Libyan 
military threat The two countries 
continued to prepare for this con- 
tingency throughout last year, the 
newspaper said. 

CBS News said Friday night 
that immediately after last April's 
U.S. bombing of Libyan leader 


rough at this moment, but ks no 
n*tg doubt our resolve ... We’re 
r^a ring back and coming back 
strong,” Mr. Reagan said. 

The ex-actor told his audience: 
“I learned a lesson in myfonucr 
profession. So let me give you a 
tip: We are saving the best stuff 
for the last act.” 

Administration officials said 


eXlsteo - Mr. Reagan signed a directive in 

The Washington Post reported January 1985 authorising ac- 
the State Department in 1985 tions against extremists, including 
went to great lengths to quash kidnapping those indicted of 
such plans by officials whom U.S. crimes agains t Americans and 

diplomats called “these madmen bringing them to the United 
at the White House." ' States for trial. 


Ihe paper also said Friday that 
fired National Security Council 
(NSC) aide Oliver North gave 
Iran secret intelligence that 
should have been barred to fore- 
igners. 

The White House is refusing all 
comment while awaiting the Tow- 
er report, which is expected to be 
much more explosive than a Sen- 
ate report issued in January. 

Despite the disclosures, Mr. 
Reagan told a conservative con- 
ference he would not be stymied 
during his last two years in office. 

“The going may be a little 


So for, the United States has 
not tried to kidnap any suspected * 
extremists under the order, they 
said. 

NBC News Friday night quoted 
a Palestine Liberation Organisa- . 
tion (PLO) official in Tunisia as 
saying U.S. hostages in Lebanon 
would be held until 1989 but 
would not be foiled. 

The official told NBC in an 
interview that Islamic Jihad was 
using the hostages to protect itself 
from attack but would be strong 
enough after 1989 to release 
them. 


North said to have passed on classified in formation to Iran 

WASHINGTON — Lieutenant- to be seen by any foreign yet dear to investigators whether out to be a “nightmare,” demon- 
Colonel Oliver L. North, the national. North had approval from his strating that the admi nistrati on, 

fired National Security Council As an NSC staff aide, North boss, the then-national security was operating at^ cross-purposes. 

had access to some of the most 


WASHINGTON — Lieutenant- 
Colonel Oliver L. North, the 
fired National Security Council 
(NSC) staff aide in the Iran arms 
sales-contra aid affair, gave Iran 
top-secret intelligence informa- 
tion that was not supposed to be 


yet dear to investigators whether 
North had approval from his 
bees, the then-national security 
adviser. Vice A dm. John M. 


This is because Reagan had tor- 


sensitive intelligence on the con- Poindexter, to give this intelli- mally authorised the covert shar- 


timring Iran-Traq war, and onef gence to Iran, 
source said investigators have dis- 


shared with foreigners, according covered that North in at least two 
to messages that investigators instamys provided the classified 


have retrieved from the NSC 
computer system that were de- 
scribed by informed sources on 
Thursday. 

President Reagan authorised li- 
mited sharing of intelligence with 
Iran when he secretly aproved 
selling arms to Tehran on Jan. 
17, 1986. But two sources said the 
evidence in the computer mes- 
sages discloses that North pasted 


information during meetings with 
Ir anian middlemen in the arms 
deal. 

It is unclear precisely what type 
of intelligence North provided, 
although one knowledgeable 
source said the information 
would have aided Iran in its 
seven-year war with Iraq. 

“Olfie was r unning his own 


data from secret and top-secret covert operation within the au- 
inteUigence that was designated thorised covert operation," one 
"NOFORN,” meaning it was not source said, adding that it was not 


The Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy and other intelligence agencies 
are reluctant to share classified 
information abroad unless an ex- 
change has been worked out with 
a foreign intelligence service. 
Such exchanges are closely moni- 
tored and controlled by experi- 
enced intelligence officers. 

A senior official said that 
North’s “free-lance” intelli- 
gence-sharing, designed to win 
the release of American hostages 
being held in Lebanon and build 
credibilty with I ranians , may turn 


tug of intelligence with Iraq, in- 
cluding information from sensi- 
tive U.S. satellite reconnaissance. 

A key legal question raised by 
the messages is whether North 
believed be had authorisation 
from his superiors to pass the 
intelligence to Iran. If he was 
acting entirely on his own. North 
may have violated federal espion- 
age laws, which for military per- 
sonnel convicted of spying in 
peacetime cany the death penal- 
ty. However, if North was given 
authorisation by more senior offi- 
cials, be may not have violated 
the law, according to one legal 
expert. — The Washington PpsL 


More African states urging Libya to leave Chad 


By Claude Regin 

Reuter 

ABIDJAN — A growing number 
of African countries are openly 
telling Libya to get out of Chad 
following a dramatic shift in opin- 
ion over the conflict in the central 
African state, diplomatic sources 
say. 

More Africans now view the 
conflict in Chad as having' 
evolved from civil-strife to a war 
waged against it by a foreign 
power, according to the sources. 

The change has come about 
because most rebels who once 
fought President Hissene Habre V 
government in N’Djamena have 
joined forces with. him. 

The moves have added weight 
to Mr. Habre's argument that the 
20-year-old civil war is over and 
that the continued occupation of 
part of Chad by several thousand 
Libyan troops is the only obstacle 
to peace, the sources say. 

France has an estimated 2,400 
soldiers in the southern half of its 
former colony. 

Many African governments 


which once, at least outwardly, 
equally criticised the French and 
Libyan military presence in 
Chad, demanding that both coun- 
tries pull out, have nbw changed 
their tune. 

Ivorian President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny and Camer- 
ounian leader Paul Brya are the 


October by Bolaji Akmyemi, ex- 
ternal affairs minister of Nigeria, 
another of Chad’s neighbours,, 
was cancelled after an envoy of 
Col. Muammar Qadhafi claimed 
Nigerian support for Libya’s case. 

A Nigerian official publicly 
condemned the statement as a 
distortion, but Lagos still re- 


latest additions, to a growing list framed from, criticising Tripoli’s 
of critics of Libya’s policies, in involvement. 


Chad. 

The list includes the presidents 
of Senegal and Gabon, two coun- 
tries which had long maintaine d a 
neutral .position. 

Hou ph ouet-Biogny and Biya 
recently issued strong statements 
justifying Chad's right to call in 
France, supporting France’s 
military role in the country and 
calling on Libya to pull out so 
that peace could be restored. 

Other states such as Niger, one 
of Chad's neighbours, are not 
openly critical but privately share 
the view that if Libya removed its 
troops ihe French would waste no 
time in following suit, diplomats 
say. 

A planned visit to Tripoli last 


Even Marxist Benin, a long- 
time ally of Libya, is seeking to 
distance itself from Tripoli on tire 
Chadian issue and is making' 
friendly overtures to N’Djamena, 
according to diplomatic sources 
in Cotonou. 

Zaire and Egypt were the only 
two African countries which con- 
demned Libya and supported 
Chad from the outset. Staunchly 
pro-Western Zaire even sent 
several hundred men and planes 
to fight alongside Chadian forces 
in 1983. 

Only a year ago many govern- 
ments demanded an end to non- 
African meddling in Chad's 
affairs, a diplomatic way of 
asking France to pull out. 


Others felt both France, which 
supports the government of Presi- 
dent Habre, and Libya, which 
backs anti-government rebels, 
should fot Chad settle its internal 
problems. 

With a few notable exceptions, 
most African governments now 
admit that Chad was justified in 
calling on France to help it beat 
back a Libyan invasion in 1983 
and a. fresh onslaught last year. 

Hie vast, mostly desert nation 
has been split into two since the. 
1983 attack by Libya and its rebel 
allies. 

France pulled out a year later 
under an agreement with Libya 
which Tripoli ignored, a factor 
that diplomats say influenced 
Africa's change of heart. 

But more crucial to the shift in 
African opinion is' the fact that 
most rebels have been won over 
by Mr. Habre, including arch- 
rival Goukouni Oueddei’s Popu- 
lar Armed Forces (FAP) late last 
year. 

The FAP are now fighting 
alongside Mr. Habre's men in 
northern Chad. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is suppBed by Royal 
Jordanian iaformatroa department at 
the Queen Alia International Airport 
Tel. (OS) 53200-5. when it should 
always be verified 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

«M* Aqaba (RJ) 

0*00 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09-JS Jeddah (RJ) 

10*0 Kuwait (RJ). 

IM5 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

16J0 Cairo, Aqaba (RJ) 

17J0 .... NewYori:, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:40 Athens (RJ) 

1&0S Brussels, Frankfurt (RJ) 

18.-95 Los Angeles, Chicago, Vienna 

(RJ) 


1*35 


19*0 

Madrid. Rome (RJ) 

19*0 


•1*0 



OTHER FLIGHTS (Ternilnal 2) 

IB.-K Bucharest ( ROJ 

094)0 Berlin, Lamaca (IF) 

11:30 Cairo (MS) 

11:45 Kuwait (LNl 

1230 BagWad(IA) 

I Jeddah (SV) 

1230 Muscat, Abu Dhabi, Bahrain 
(GF) 

1*45 Kuwait (KU) 


14.-00 Oubai (EK) 

17:45 Athens. Damascus (OA) 

19:10 Frankfort (LH) 

departures 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

•6:45 Aqaba (RJ) 

10£O ...» Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

11:00 Vienna. New York flU) 

1U30 AthensQU) 

11:39 Cairo [KJj 

1930 ......... Kuwah, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

21 KM Koala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 

21*0 BagWadlRJV 

21:90 Jeddah (RJ). 

21:15 Damascus (Rl) 

21:15 ...» — GriroiRJ] 

2240 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

33*0 Bangkok (RJ) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

0*25 Bucharest (ROl 

1620 Frankfort (LH) 

0fc3O ... Lamaca, Amsterdam (KLM) 

O&O0 Damascus. Paris (AF) 

10:15 Damascus, Rome (AZj 

lfe20 Lamaca. Berlin (IF) 

1230 Cairo (MS) 

13ri)0 Tripoli (LN) 

13J0 Baghdad (IA) 

14:00 Bahrain, Abu Dhabi, Muscat 

(GF > 

14.-00 Jeddah (SV) 

1*M Kuwait (KU) 

15:99 Dubai (EK) 

20*0 Sana'a (LH) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Saturday rates 

Local scB/buy rates in Bis 

H^lirian fr anc 89.2/ 90.5 

Dutch guilder 164.5/ 166.1 

French franc 55.9/ 56.2 

Italian lira 25.9 / 26 .4 

j a pj»twcr- yen (for 100) 219.8/ 222, 5 

Swedish crown 52/ 52.4 

Swiss franc 219.9 1 2214 

U.K. sterling pound 519.1/. 524.8 

U.S. dollar 33SJ/ 341.1 

W. German mark 185.7/ 187.7 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of. 
Meteorology. 

Medium and hi g h douds win appear, 
with westerly moderate winds. A gra- 
dual increase in temperature is ex- 
pected. In Aqaba, winds wO be north- 
erly moderate and calm sea. 

Mm ./max. team. 

Amman 4 / 20 

Aqaba 12/25 

Deserts 3/22 

Jordan Valley 8/22 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 17, Aqaba 24. Humidity readings: 
Amman 31 per cent, Aqaba 27 per 
cent. 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman governorate 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 196, 199 

Gvil Defence Irtad 27 1293.273131 

Civil Defence Quweismeh 770733 

Gvi] Defence Deir Afla 57306 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

Fimaid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

FaBce rescue 192.621111,637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Alia InzL Airport (0S15333OW 


GENERAL 


Jordan Television 

77311/19 

Radio Jordan 

774111/19 

Ministry oC Tourism 

...642311 

Hotel complaints 

... 666412 

Price complaints 

,...661176 

Telephone Information 

12 

Jordan and Middle East ctIH 

».. 10 


17 

Repair service 

11 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amo 644281/6 

Akfleh Maternity, J. Amu.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman — 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845/65 

Al-M uasber. Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahh. Abdafi 664164/6 

Italian, ALMuhajreen 777101/3 

AMJasfair.J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Maria 89161 1/tf 

Owen Alia Hospital 602290/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Nabih Hnmawi 773806 

Dr. AkramSamhan 894611 

Salam Pharmacy 636730 

Neanmkh Pharmacy 723672 

Khalaf pharmacy 778653 

Rras pharmacy 661912 

Saheb pharmacy 668056 

TAXIS: 

AlWabdaiaxi .• 641833* 

Kbakknm taxi 664888 

Bassam tan 811857 

AM taxi 622127 

•aji 817411 

BaJasemah taxi 841120 

Bahrain taxi 773034 

Mashhour caoti 896743 

JXfiXD: 

Dr. Mohammad A1 Zu*bi 240180 

Natalia pharmacy ( ) 

Shar aa* pharmacy ( j 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Hisham Sharatxai 986632 

Omar pharmacy 


market prices 


Uppcrftowcr pace in Bk 
Apple (AH kinds) 

Banana 

Banana ( Mnlrammar j 

Beans 

Broad beans 

BeciirtW 

Cabbage 

Carrot (blade) 

Carrot (yellow) 


CanfiBower (ydlow) 

Cauliflower (whin:) 

Chestnut ....... 

Cucumbers 

Eggplant (small) : 


i per tig. 
280/240 
320/270 
270/220 
440/380 
120/100 
100/ 70 
. 70/ 40 
1507120 
110 / 80 
120/ 90 
50/ 30 
580/500 
180-/ 140 
150/100 
130/100 


G 360/300 

S™ 1 " 140/100 

Si A 

(*«-:■ :::::: I®/ !« 

Orange (Abo Sum) 280/220 


grange (Shammouti) 250/200 

- 320 / 240 

Sa::: 

■fc==®i 
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More blood donors needed to 
prevent shortage in emergencies 


Agri-engineers in Jordan and 
Syria to exchange know-how 


' By Sm» Atiyeh 

-- Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The amount of 
blood, presently stored in Jordan 
would not be sufficient for two 
emergency cases should blood 
donations cease for one day. 
according to ah official at the 
Central Blood Bank at the gov- 
ernment-owned A1 Bashir Hos- 
pital, 

The technician suggested that 
in order to raise blood storage to 
an optimum level, a public aware- 
ness campaign, currently being 
conducted by the blood bank and 
concerned authorities, should be 
accelerated. 

Moreover, there is a grave 
shortage of certain blood types in 
storage which often' means that 
emergency patients have to wait 
some dme for supplies of their 
needed blood type. 

Only 11 per cent of the Jorda- 
nian population have Rhesus (Rh) 
negative blood, and many people 
are not able to donate blood 
because they have had possible 
infectious diseases which could be 
transmitted through their blood 
— such as hepatitis and glandular 
fever. So what happens when a 
■patient needs negative blood type 
in an emergency case? 

The staff of the Central Blood 
Bank telephone donors with rare 
blood .groups and request im- 
mediate donations. They also call 
the University of Jordan and 
community colleges for students' 
blood (if it is not too late in the 
night). Radio Jordan is also con- 
tacted to announce the type of 
blood' needed. 

Dr. Janiet Merza, transfusion- 
ist and director of the Central 
Blood Bank, said that during 
emergencies it is usually very 
difficult to find enough blood for 
a patient suffering from severe 
hemorrhaging. The doctor said 
that at times the condition of the 
patient becomes critical, but she 
bad never heard of any patient in 
Amman who died because blood 
was not available. She added, 
however, that she had heard of a 
woman in Aqaba who had died 
recently because O negative 
blood could not be found to save 
her. 

One of the reasons for the 
scarcity of negative blood at the 
blood bank is because the “shelf 
life’' of Mood is only between 21 
jo a. .maximum .of. 35 days if r a 
special chemical solution for pre- 
servation is used. However, some 
of the blood is frozen and is 
useable for several years. Dr. 
Merza said that frozen blood is 
used as a last resort and added 
that this process is very expen- 
sive, and that frozen blood is not 
frequently used for patients. 

Dr. Merza noted that one of 
the problems the blood bank, as 
well as patients, encounter is that 
hospitals in Amman which are 
served by the Central Blood* 
Bank, do not submit prior re- 
quests for blood. “Every doctor 
should prepare the blood for the 
patient at the hospital before a 
planned operation or delivery or 
when there is a high risk because 
the blood testing process takes a 
long time. To conduct the blood 
compatibility test alone takes 45 
minutes,” the doctor stressed. 

A midwife who worked in a 
private hospital in Amman said 



AMMAN (Petra) — A delega- 
tion from the Syrian Agricultural 
Engineers Association left for 
home on Saturday at the end of a 
four-day visit to Jordan during 
which they met with officials and 
toured a number of agricultural 
projects. 

The delegation was led by Dr. 
Yahya Bakkour, the association’s 
president who is also secretary . 
general of the Arab Agricultural 
Engineers Federation. 

According to Mr. Tareq Tal, 
president of the Jordanian Agri- 
cultural Engineers’ Association, 
the Syrian and Jordanian associa- 
tions agreed to work out a joint 
programme on cooperation in 
agricultural engineering. He 
added that this programme will 


include organising seminars and 
training courses in which experts 
from both countries as well as 
other nations would be invited to 
participate. 

He said that it was agreed in 
principle that Jordanian agri- 
cultural engineers will take part 
in a training course to be held in 
Syria on grafting pistacdo trees. 
Jor danian experts, he said, will 
be offering Syria their expertise 
in drip irrigation, plasticulture, 
fighting fires in forest regions and 
conducting marine science re- 
search. 

The Syrian side will be provid- 
ing Jordan with expertise on com- 
bating desertification, growing 
cotton, breeding fish and grafting 
fruit trees. 


Steel vats for cooling and storing 

(J.T. file photo) 

that despite early requests — 
submitted to the hospital admi- 
nistration — to ensure blood for a 
high-risk patient, the requests 
were invariably denied. “All hos- 
pitals should take this problem 
seriously and make sure there is 
always blood available prior to an 
operation,” the midwife told the 
Jordan Times. 

Meanwhile, in order to in- 
crease blood donations and to 
improve the service for patients, 
efforts are underway to open a 
blood bank in Jabal Amman to 
serve the hospitals in the area. 

Recently, in the space of one 
month the Jordan Times received 
two emergency calls for O nega- 
tive blood units for two foreign 
patients suffering from severe 
hemorrhaging. 

A Frenchman suffered from 
gastro intestinal bleeding and 
needed several units of blood, 
which was eventually obtained. 
When his condition improved, he 
returned to France and is now 
under treatment there. 

The other emergency case was 
that of an American woman who 
started bleeding heavily when 
giving birth. She received* over 30 
units of blood, but because of 
other complications, she slipped 
into a coma. After several (toys of 
unconsciousness, she passed 
away. However, her baby has left 
the hospital in a good condition. 

The Central Blood Bank re- 
ceives approximately fifty blood 
donors everyday. But according 
to Dr. Merza, more blood is 
needed especially Rh negative 
blood. In Jordan, each donor can .> 
only give one unit (400 to 500 oc) 
with an Interim period of 3- 
m oaths between donations. In 
England, donors may give blood 
once a month; in emergencies, 
they can donate once every 24 
hours. The donor must be over 18 
years old and less than 55, or a 
maximum of 60. There are some 
donors, the doctor said, who 
must take longer rest periods 
after each donation depending on 
their professions, snch as pilots 
and public bus drivers who are 
responsible for many lives. 

Donors must undertake com- 
plete physical and laboratory ex- 
aminations before giving blood to 
ensure that the person does not 
carry any infectious blood dis- 
ease. 

Dr. Merza underlined that the 
Central Blood Bank is the only 
one out of 17 blood banks in the 
Kingdom that checks donated 
blood for Acquired Immune De- 


; blood at the central blood bank 

fidency Syndrome (AIDS) virus. 
Dr. Merza said that the bank has 
been screening blood for this 
deadly disease for the past 18 
months, and that she has not 
come across anyone carrying the 
virus. She added that the btber 
blood banks in Amman — at the 
King Hussein Medical Centre, 
the Jordan University Hospital, 
and the Islamic Hospital — do 
not screen donors' blood for the 
virus. 

Separately contacted by the Jor- 
dan Times, the three hospitals 
confirmed Dr. Merza’s state- 
ment, saying that the screening 
process is too expensive. It costs 
JD 5 to 10 for each AIDS test, 
according to a doctor at the Isla- 
mic Hospital. He said that a 
proposition to carry out AIDS 
tests for all blood donors has 
been submitted to the director of 
the hospital and that it is being 
seriously considered, and hopes 
screening for the disease will take 
effect very soon. 

Dr. Merza said that the mis- 
conception among the public that 
blood is sold to patients is not 
true. “It is against the law to buy 
or sell blood,” she said. 

On the other hand, a breast 
cancer patient told the Jordan 
Times that she recently paid JD 
25 for one unit of blood at one of 
the leading hospitals in Amman. 
She received two units during her 
surgery: one was donated by a 
relative and she paid for the other 
unit when she was discharged 
. from .the bopsital. ^ 

. Cbn t acfea ' by ' THe Jordan 
' qffitt'as main- 

tained that' blood is not’ sold to 
patients. "The patient must leave 
an identity card here, and when 
he returns to reclaim it, he must 
bring someone else to replace the 
blood which was taken earlier,” 
said the hospital official. 

Several concerned officials 
however said that people some- 
times pay strangers, picked up 
from the street, to “donate” 
blood for a relative. Such an act is 
considered illegal, and a techni- 
cian at the Central Blood Bank 
stressed that these donors are 
usually caught and rejected 
accordingly. 

When people come to take 
blood from the bank for relatives 
in need. Dr. Merza noted that the 
bank must keep an identification 
card so that when they return to 
reclaim their card, they must don- 
ate blood when no longer under 
stress. 


Egg society signs agreements 
to purchase 1.6m layer chicks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Two agree- 
ments were signed in Amm an on 
Saturday between the Jordan 
Society for the Production and 
Marketing of Eggs (JSPME) and 
two local poultry forms for the 
purchase of 1,650,000 layer 
chicks. 

One of the agreements was for 
the purchase of 750,000 chicks 
day old at 230 fils per head and 
the second was for the purchase 
of 900,000 one day old chicks at 
320 fils each. In both cases, the 
purchased chicks had to weigh 
more than 40 grammes. 

The agreements were signed by 
JSPME President Suleiman. 
Irteimeh and the managers of the 
two local poultry forms. 

The society has been entrusted 
with or ganising the production 


and marketing of table eggs and 
poultry in the country and sales 
abroad. Last month, Mr. 
Irteimeh signed a package deal 
with the Iraqi government to ex- 
port 47 million eggs to the Iraqi 
market within the first half of 
1987 at a price of SJ9.2 per 
carton, S2 higher than the inter- 
national price. Mr. Irteimeh said 
then that the deal with Iraq would 
offset an anticipated surplus of 
approximately 50 million table 
eggs during the first half of 1987. 

According to Mr. Irteimeh, last 
year Jordan had a surplus of 500 
million table eggs but said this 
would not be repeated as the 
society had introduced new mea- 
sures and had launched a cam- 
paign to raise the per capita egg 
consumption rate in the 
Kingdom. 


JD A prepares for dental day 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jorda- 
nian Dentists' Association (JDA) 
has prepared a programme in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Education and the Ministry of 
Health to be carried out on dental 
health day, March 9. 

JDA President Walid Maraqa 
said that preparations for the day 
are in full swing and that the 
activities will include lectures ou 
dental health and the treatment 


of gums and teeth. One of the 
functions will be held at the com- 
prehensive school for girls under 
the patronage of Health Minister 
Zaid Hamzeh. 

There will also be exhibitions 
displaying posters and pictures 
designed to educate children ab- 
out the importance of protecting 
the mouth and teeth. Children at 
different schools will be offered 
free dental treatment on that day. 


Catering association elects 
RJ official as director 


By Elia Nasrallah 
Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) Vice President Akel Biltaji 
has returned to Amman from 
Paris after attending the 6th 
annual conference of the Interna- 
tional Flight Catering Association 
(IFCA). Mr. Biltaji was elected 
director-and member of the IFCA 
board for a three year period as 
of Feb. 18, 1987 and is the first 
Arab to be elected to this post. 

Upon returning to Amman, 
Mr. Biltaji said that IFCA is dedi- 
cated to the improvement and 
enhancement of standards in all 
areas of flight catering, including 
materials and supplies. 

IFCA groups 350' airlines, 
caterers and suppliers from 44 
countries and is considered one of 
the most dynamic associations in 
the air transport industry, Mr. 
Biltaji said in .a statement to the 


Young Jordanian artists hold joint display in Amman. 


By Meg Abo Hamdan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Exhibiting together 
at the Royal Cultural Centre this 
week is a group of 17 local artists. 
The participants are mostly well- 
known names in the Jordanian art 
world, a fact which shows in the 
generally high standard of the 
individual pieces and in the show 
as a whole, which is also interest- 
ing in that it gives an update of 
who is doing what. 

The mam exhibitors are the 
group of painters and sculptors 
who belong to the “Young 
Jordanian Artists,” namely Isaq 
Nahleh, Ibrahim A1 Najjar, Rizk 
Abdel Hadi, Ziad A1 Tamimi, 
Adrian Yehya, Mohammad Abu 
Zreik, Mohammad Issa. Hind 
Abu Sha’ar and Wasif Momaleh. 

ART REVIEW 

Of these Adrian Yehya has 
always been a name to watch, 
producing from a very young age 
satirical pen and ink caracatures 
of often viscous skill. The two 
large paintings on display are an 
extension and maturation of 
those early cartoons and still bear 
the hallmark of his talent — his 
.ability to drw. They also show, 
via subtie use of both colour and 
composition, Yehya’s burgeoning 
ability as a painter of some 
calibre. Using cool, dark blues, 
icy greys ana greens, Yehya di- 
vides his canvas into sections into 
which be adds a touch of caligra- 
phy, a mound of massacred 
bodies or symbols of betrayal, 
hope and destruction- It seems as 
if over the years, Yehya’s anger 
has changed from a sample, direct 
one to a more analytical kind and 


with this change his work has 
crystallised out to become clear- 
er, somehow more precise and 
thus more potent. 

Another member of the group 
who has consistently produced 
interesting work is Isaq Nahleh. 
The best of his pieces on display 
has to be the all yellow series 
based on the gates of Jerusalem. 
Each gate forms the background 
of four separate paintings which 
have been bung together to form 
one long continuous work which 
is linked not only by the 
architecture but also by an Isla- 
mic pattern of the type found in 
plaster relief work in mosque 
interiors which runs across the 
bottom in various states of disre- 
pair. The broken crumbling de- 
sign is an innovative and thus 
more provocative political sym- 
bol than the overworked symbols 
of the dove and the groping blood 
drenched hand which Nahleh also 
incorporates in the piece. 

Surrealistic protests 

Mohammad Issa is still tena- 
ciously painting Ms surrealistic 
protests. They have always been 
carefully executed but several of 
the ones on display at this exhibi- 
tion are exceptionally well- 
painted images full of details — 
an old boot being used as a kettle 
over an open fire, a broken two- 
reeded flute, a knobbly stick from 
which flaps a ragged flag, — that 
surprise and capture the atten- 
tion. 

Several other artists — Muna 
Saudi, Ahmad Nawash, Kayyed 
Amer, Saleh Abu Shindi, Ali 
Ghoul, Rafik A1 Lahbam, Zaki 
Shakfeh and Mahmoud Sadeq — 
have been invited by the Young 


Jordanian Painters' to exMbit 
alongside them in a successful 
departure from their usual policy 
-of only exhibiting alone. One of 
the most exciting contributions 
from these guests must be Muna 
Saudi's blue streaked marble 
model of the final four-metre 


high version she hopes to have a 
permanent display in Paris. The 
slender ridged form, skillfully 
worked so that the sides ripple in 
sensuous curves, enhances the 
unusual stone which is polished to 
a gleaming, inviting finish. 

Ali Ghoul is also producing 




Muna Sandi contributes a blue streaked marble sculpture to a group 
exhibition by 17 local artists at the Royal Cultural Centre. 


Jordan Times." ' ~ ; ' 

He said that the Londo Debased 
IFCA holds annual conferences 
in selected capitals. 

Jordan was one of EFCA’s 
founder members and has been a 
member since the inception of the 
association in 1981. 

Asked how RJ could benefit 
from this membership, Mr. Bilta- 
ji said that it is not only prestige 
for the national airline but it also 
means that expertise and educa- 
tional programmes extended by 
IFCA are placed at the airline's 
disposal and can be employed to 
promote its activities worldwide. 

Mr. Biltaji said that the flight 
catering unit at the Queen Alia 
Internationa] Airport has been 
selected by IFCA to serve as a 
regional training centre for the 
catering business. IFCA will con- 
duct training courses for various 
Arab airlines at this centre, he 
added. 


good new work. Along with the 
palm trees that be exhibited at 
last year's Jerash Festival, which 
are indeed striking catching ex- 
actly the moment when the set- 
ting sun sets the world on fire, are 
two other pieces which are both 
underplayed and effective. The 
first is almost a minimalist piece 
depicting an empty landscape 
painted in dusty beige. Look clos- 
er, however, and as well as the 
one isolated tree and the little 
group of dwellings on the hori- 
zon, the foreground suddenly be- 
comes full of bidden colours that 
glow under Ghoul's textured 
brusbwork. The second interest- 
ing piece is of a nude in very early 
stages of draughting lying in front 
of the A1 Aqsa Mosqne. The 
incompleteness of the drawing 
gives the whole image a spon- 
taneity and a freshness that com- 
plements the surprising composi- 
tion. 

Grandmother and grandchild 

At the other end of the scale is 
Zaki Shakfeifs carefully painted, 
painstakingly detailed rendition of 
a Palestinian grandmother with 
her grandchild. Dominating the 
dusty background of tents and' 
shacks, the old woman leans 
heavily on her stick as she and the 
dark eyed boy, with the charac- 
teristic gap between too-short a 
pullover and droopy trousers, 
.cross the camp. It is a stirring 
evocative image and Shakfeh has 
enhanced the matt effect of his 
work with swirls of colour that 
add texture and movement to 
potentially flat areas of colour. 
The exhibition runs until Febru- 


Upper 

House 

convenes 

today 

By a Jordan Tones 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Upper House 
of Parliament (Senate) meets to- 
day and is expected to endorse 
amendments approved by the 
Lower House on the 1986 con- 
tracting law and a six-year old 
legislation on land appropriation. 

Both draft laws have shuttled 
between the legal committees of 
both houses after Lower House 
modifications to the drafts were 
rejected by the Senate. 

Senate amendments on the 
contracting law called for reduc- 
ing by half the commissions taken 
by the Jordanian Contracting 
Association (JCA) on each ten- 
dered public project and stipu- 
lated that while the association's 
president should be a grade one 
contractor, his deputy could 
either be a class one or two 
contractor. 

Their amendments also paved 
the way for foreign embassies 
stationed in Amman to use 
whichever contractor they wished 
concerning tbe execution of their 
construction projects. 

The modifications introduced 
by the Senate to the law on 
appropriations removed all time 
limits set for the government use 
of appropriated land. The Lower 
House had put a limit of five 
years for the government to use 
the land after which the owner 
had the right to get it back 
through legal means. 

Senators were expected to re- 
fer the 1986 draft law for setting 
up the Jordan Marketing Orga- 
nisation (JMO) to replace tbe 
1972 Jordan Agricultural and 
Maketing Association (JAMA). 

The government decided to 
abolish the JAMA, whose duties 
were duplicating those of tbe 
1982 Agricultural Marketing and 
Processing Company of Jordan 
(AMPCO). AMPCO is presently 
responsible for organising local 
marketing, buying and selling 
produce and conducting Jordan's 
agricultural export and import 
business. 

Agriculture Ministry officials 
have maintained that JMO’s role 
Will not clash with that of 
AMPCO since the former will be 
limited to conducting research 
related to marketing agricultural 
produce in the Kingdom, and 
setting prices for these commod- 
ities. It will also do feasibility 
studies on the agriculture sector 
and food industries and suggest- 
ing recommendations for issuing 
import and export as well as 
re-export licences. 

Nuclear energy law 

The Senate is expected to en- 
dorse a 1986 draft law governing 
the use of nuclear energy in the 
fields of medicine, science, tech- 
nology, industry and mining and 
offering protection against radia- 
tion. Senators are afro expected 
to pass two supplements for the 
fiscal year budgets of 1985 and 
1984. 


Princess Anne ends 
private visit to Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Britain's 
Princess Anne' and her husband 
Captain Mark Phillips left Am- 
man Saturday at the end of a 
three-day private visit to Jordan. 
The couple spent most of the visit 
with Their Majesties King Hus- 
sein and Queen Noor in Aqaba. 

Princess Anne, who arrived 
from Kuwait on Thursday, visited 
the community centre for the 
disabled at Suf camp on 
Saturday. 


During her visit. Princess Anne 
met both the children for whom 
the centre cares and the volunteer 
helpers who run it. Before leaving, 
she presented a gift of equipment 
from the British government to 
the centre worth approximately 
JD 1.500. 

The British government has 
also contributed about JD 1,000 
to the costs of a new building at 
the centre and towards purchas- 
ing other equipment. 


Haj Hassan opens course on 
manpower data collection 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Labour and Social De- 
velopment on Saturday opened a 
week-long training course for 
officials involved in gathering and 
storing data on manpower in the 
country. 

Addressing the opening session 
was Minister of Labour and So- 
cial Development Khaled A1 Haj 
Hassan who said that the de- 
velopment of human resources 
and manpower in the country was 
essential for meeting the needs of 
the local labour market. 

Organising training courses on 
the development of manpower 
reflects this country’s keen con- 
cern on having an efficient system 
which can offer accurate inform- 
ation on the labour force in Jor- 
dan and also the needs of skilled 
manpower in Arab countries, he 
noted. 

Tbe minister announced that 
the Ministry of Labour has estab- 
lished a data centre at the em- 
ployment department in coopera- 
tion with the Arab Organisation 


on Manpower Development 
which is based in Tangiers. This 
centre, he said, will be entrusted 
with handling information and 
exchanging data on manpower 
with different Arab countries. 

Ministry of Labour Under 
Secretary Saleh Khasawneh ex- 
plained the role of the Tangiers- 
based organisation in helping Jor- 
dan build an integrated system on 
labour information. This project, 
he said, will enable Jordan to 
have an accurate statistical sys- 
tem pertaining to labour and 
labourers, will benefit planners 
and researchers and will help the 
-country work out future policies 
on employment and workers. Dr. 
Khasawneh said. 

A total of 23 participants from 
the Ministry of Labour are talcing 
part in the training course which 
will orient them on subject deal- 
ing with the labour market in 
Jordan, sources of information of 
manpower, analysis techniques 
and the role of employment 
offioes in gathering information 
on workers. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Petra director visits Iraqi agency 

BAGHDAD (Petra) — Mr. Ali Safadi, the director general of 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, Saturday held a meeting with 
Mr. Hussein Samarra'i, the director of the Iraqi News Agency 
for discussions on means to promote cooperation between the 
national news agencies of the two countries. Mr. Safadi afro 
toured the Iraqi News Agency headquarters and was briefed on 
its programmes and activities. He was accompanied by the 
director of the Petra news office in Baghdad, Mr. Abdullah 
Miaassi. 

PSD continues road regulation watch 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Public Security Department (PSD) 
Saturday said that its traffic patrols are continuing an intensive 
campaign to check violators of traffic regulations, especially bad 
overtaking. The campaign started on Feb. 1 and the PSD said 
then that violators would be fined on the spot. Tbe PSD also 
said that last year 13,700 road accidents occurred in Jordan 
resulting in the death of 363 people and the injury of 7,539 
others. PSD director of traffic Col. Mahmoud AJ Mashni said 
chat increasing public awareness had helped the authorities curb' 
the number of accidents. In 1985, he said, there were 16,780 
accidents that killed 524 persons and injured 9,100 others. 

Hotel hosts farewell party for manager 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amra Hotel on Saturday held a farewell 
party for its general manager Heinrich Pannen and his wife 
Rosemarie who are expected to leave Jordan at the end of 
March. Mr. Pannen's three-year term as the Amra Hotel’s 
general manager and director of Forum operations in Jordan is 
scheduled to end in mid-March. Mr. Pannen will take over as 
general manager of the Muscat Hotel Intercontinental in Oman. 
Mr. Alfonz Maloschik. presently managing the Petra Forum 
Hotel, will take over the general management of the Amra. 


. . . younger painters exhibit in London 


ary 24th. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Zamana 
Gallery in London is staging an 
11)6 week exhibition of works by 
children from the Arab and Isla- 
mic world between Feb. 4 and 
April 26, according to a press 
release from tbe gallery. 

Structured as a competition 
aimed at two age groups, the 
exhibition will display the works 
of the 120 best entries of some 
three hundred winners submitted 
by members of the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference (OIC) 
which represents over a billion 
people from 46 countries, the 
release said. 

The competition was conceived 
by Arts in the Islamic World, who 
made their approaches through 
diplomatic missions in London 
and to ministers of culture and 
education in the member 
countries. Children in the under 
12 age group were given ‘The ‘Eid 
Festival’ as their subject, and the 
over twelves ‘A Wedding.' The 
approach attracted a 25 per cent 
response from OIC members and 
a very high standard of work from 
the contributors, the release 
continued. Whether the 
submissions came on salvaged 
packing material from Sudan (one 
of the first to respond), or quality 
paper fromothercountries such as 
those from fee Gulf States, the 
standard was consistently 
surprising, it noted. 

Of the entries sent in, those 
selected id form the exhibition will 
introduce an Islamic element of 
young artistic talent into central 
London for the first time. 

The judges included Alistair 
Duncan of the World of Islam 
Festival Trust, painter and 
calligrapher Ahmad Moustafaand 
Jane De'Afee, manager of the 



Die Wedding — by Ibrahim Ibn Ahmad Alyelkafimy, aged 15, from 
Oman. 


Zamana Gallery. Winsor & 
Newton have donated the prizes 
to be awarded to the first 12 
entrants in each categp ry with two 
winners and ten runners up. as 
well as a special award for an 
outstanding work. The winners of 
the competition will be announced 
at the opening of the exhibition on 
Feb. 4. 

The exhibition, entitled ‘A 
Festival of Colour’ wfil officially 
be opened by His Royal Highness 
Prince Faisal Ibn Fahd Abdul Aziz 
who is ger^ral president of youth 


welfare for Saudi Arabia and 
chairman of the International 
Commission for the Preservation 
of Islamic Cultural Heritage, 
based in Riyadh. 

The release went cm to say that 
apart from creating a colourful 
exhibition of young artistic talent, 
‘A Festival of Colour' aims to 
highlight the state of art ed ucation 
in the Islamic world and to bring 
this to the attention of the West, 
while ensuring that other Islamic 
countries are aware of the 
situation in member countries. 
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The enigma of U.S. policy 

THE late British prime minister. Sir Winston Churchill once observed 
dial the Soviet Union under Slalin was a “riddle wrapped in a mystery 
inside an enigma.'’ While the mysteries and enigmas of the Stalinist 
era are being gradually unwrapped by the present Soviet leadership, 
one is tempted today to apply Churchill's aphorism to U.S. foreign 
policy both at the global and regional levels. 

Globally, for instance, the logic behind President Reagan’s strategic 
defence initiative (SDI) is a riddle for the whole world to unravel. The 
U.S. administration asserts that SDI would make the world safer and 
ensure universal peace; however, in strategic terms, SDI can be seen 
as an all-out effort to get a technological lead in space-based weapons, 
designed to acquire a first strike capability. While the Soviet initiatives 
at minimising the nuclear danger to the world through a programme 
of phased nuclear arms reduction seem more serious and genuine, it is 
a mystery why the U.S. is trying to demonstrate a penchant for' 
violating some of the most important arms control treaties. After 
having thrown overboard the strategic arms limitation treaty (SALT 
H) of 1979 by reportedly deploying B-52 bombers tipped with cruise 
missiles in Western Europe, the U.S. is labouring to broadly interpret 
the Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty of 1972 so as to circumvent its 
provisions and make the launching of SDI appear to be in conformity 
with the treaty. This, in any case, cannot be considered a healthy 
precedent conducive to ensuring universal peace and security. 

Regionally, the dynamics of U.S. foreign policy in the Arab Gulf 
and the Middle East, for example, remain a deep mystery particularly 
when one discerns contradictions between stated U.S. polities and 
actual U.S. actions in the region. By now, everyone is familiar with the 
absurd policy which the U.S. had adopted in order to curry favour 
with Iran, and the ridicule such a policy has elicited from friends and 
foes alike. America’s feigning friendship to Arabs and yet providing 
false satellite intelligence to Iraq with a view to misdirect its war 
efforts have boggled the minds of everyone in the area. No doubt, all 
these things tend to spawn dil emmas , and to confuse friends as to 
which U.S. polities are trustworthy and consistent and which are not. 
One thing is certain though. Such ambivalence helps in bolstering 
Zionist schemes in the Middle East. 

U.S. policy remains shrouded in an enigma on the question of Israel 
being awarded a bonus — probably for its notorious role as 
middleman in the Iran-contra affair — of being upgraded from the 
position of strictly strategic ally to the status of a non-NATO ally. This 
would certainly mean handing out more dollars to Israel, farther 
militarising the region, encouraging more, belligerency oo the Zionist 
side and discouraging any forward movement in the direction of a 
peaceful resolution of the Arab- Israeli conflict. 

It appears that no U.S. Middle East policy can ever be implemented 
unless it has first received an Israel! imprimatur. And no U.S. policy 
for the Middle East can easily escape the procrustean pressure by 
Israel to further its interests. This shameless process has been going on 
for the last four decades and no U.S. administration has mustered 
enough mil to challenge it. Without a radical redemption from the 
manoeuvring of Zionists, U.S. polities are in danger of bring riddled 
with aberrations, which could not only perpetuate the Arab-Isradi 
conflict, but also subject the U.S. to much ridicule around the world as 
a poppet of brad. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


AlRai: Iraq offers peace 


THE Iraqi decision to halt all raids on Iranian cities was received with 
support and satisfaction throughout the world. This derision proved 
.once again that Iraq is keen on stopping the bloodshed and putting an 
end to the war with Iran. The end of the air raids on cities presents a 
new chance for mediation missions to try their hand again in bringing 
the two sides to the negotiating table for a comprehensive solution to 
the conflict. The long years of devastation and human losses ought 
now to make Tehran understand the situation in its right perspective. 
Tehran should realise that it cannot continue its aggression on Arab 
lands without paying a high price for that: and above all it should 
underctand that no aggression would fulfil the dreams of the Iranian 
rulers. The long years of conflict proved beyond any doubt that the 
Iraqi people are determined to fight for ever to protea their rights 
and defend their soil. For this reason, we can only hope that the 
derision for halting the raids would draw a positive reaction from 
Tehran which should now allow mediation efforts to help arrange a 
ceasefire on the ground as well. 

A1 j Dus tour: Amal pays the price 


ONE cannot but feel deeply sad and distressed upon hearing about 
the on-going fighting in the streets of west Beirut. The fighting 
among the warring factions in the city has caused further loss of life 
among the innocent civilians and brought more destruction to new 
parts of the city. It seems that the Amal Movement which has laid 
siege to refugee camps for months killing or evicting their residents 
has now fallen victim to the great wrath of the Lebanese people and 
its different factions and groups. These groups are angered over 
Amal's continued brutal attacks on the innocent refugees, and so 
they are now waging a merciless war to evict Amal from the 
Lebanese capital. These groups are also trying to protea their own 
rights and their privileges and are seeing in Amal as a new power 
rising from the destruction of the country to assume control power 
and hold in its hand the destiny of the Lebanese people. The warring 
factions in Lebanon are also fighting the Amal Movement because it 
had proved that it is serving Israel's objectives and guarding its 
northern borders against any resistance attacks, and also acting 
instead of the Antoine Lahd’s army. 

SawtAI Shaab: Shamir continues rejecting 
peace conference 


ISRAELI Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, wounding up a visit to the 
.United States, Friday reiterated Tel Aviv's total rejection of the idea 
of holding an international peace conference. His statement actually 
reflects die official Israeli policy and the aggressive nature of the 
Zionist movement which continues to place obstacles in the path of 
peace. The United Stares pretended to be in favour of the idea of an 
international conference and U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz 
issued a statement to this effect on the eve of Shamir’s visit to the 
United States, but in fact Washington continued to hold on to views 
very dose to those of Israel’s concerning the Arab-Israeli conflia. 
During the visit, Shultz declared that the aim is not an international 
conference but direct negotiations thus summing bp V* ‘-jbington’s 
real policy towards the Middle East. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Does Jordan need more electricity generation? 
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IT is widely believed that the degree of development of any 
economy or, for that matter, the quality of life of any people can be 
measured by the per capita consumption of electricity. The truth of 
this observation is evident. The per capita consumption of 
electricity in the industrialised countries is obviously much higher 
than that of developing countries. 

However, this fact does not mean that increasing the rate of 
electridty consumption ipay in itself make the people more 
advanced or the economy more developed. The increase in energy 
consumption is one of the results and not causes of economic 
development and social progress. Otherwise the call for energy 
conservation would run contrary to progress and development. 

On the other hand, we observe that the per capita consumption 
of energy in America and Europe is nowadays 30 per cent less than 
it used to be 14 years ago , despite the continued economic growth 
and social progress in the industrialised world. 

In Jordan, top priority was given to increasing consumption of 
energy, especially electricity. The rate of increase reached a 
>taggerig 17 per cent a year since 1974, at a time when the world 
was trying hard and succeeding in the conservation and reduction of 
energy consumption. 


The Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) has invested over JD ISO 
million to generate electricity, besides spending over JD SO millirm 
a year. 

The number of electridty users in all categories exceeded 400,000 
subscribers, more than die number of families or households in the 
country, which suggests that over 95 per cent of the population are 
now connected with the electricity network, the highest rate in any 
Arab country, including those who produce and export ofl. 

The purpose of increasing the consumption of energy beyond the 
rate of growth in Gross National Product (GNP) is to justify more 
expansion and die installation of yet more generators and equip- 
ment. Admittedly, this is an interesting process from the technolo- 
gical point of view, especially when both the JEA and the Ministry 
of Energy and Natural Resources are run by electrical engineers 
whose imagination and technical competence is beyond question. 
They are keen to serve the country through the utilisation of 
technological achievements. But they may be less keen about 
national priorities and the financial considerations — especially 
when they notice, time and again, that raising millions of dollars to 
finance expansion does not cost more than signing credit agree- 


ments and shaking hands with suppliers under the lights of the 

television cameras. . „ 

Now that all of Jordan's reasonable needs for electricity aremore 
than satisfied, the JEA has become active in marketing Jordanian- 
electricity outside the Kingdom, such as in Sinai ana southern 
Syria, at bargain prices and on credit basis. It also start ed li ghting 
highways, and whatever is needed to create more demand. on 
electridty consumption and justify further expansion and more 
international tenders, which are under way. 

One more question which may be equally important: Is it ip.the 
best interest of the country from the strategic security viewpoint to 
electrify the whole country from one central complex instead- of 
spreading generators all over the .country, as long as they can be 
connected together in one national network, as done in other 
countries, where they worry about economic and national security 
considerations, and would not leave their fate in the hands of the 
■technicians who may not be interested in financial statements or 
profit and loss accounts? What would have happened to Iraq or 
Lebanon, for instance, had they depended for all their needs of 
electricity on one authority, concentrating its equipment in one 
exposed port like Basra or Tyre? 


U.S. seeks to 
extradite Iranian 
arms dealer 
from Britain 

Americans say London-based 
man sent parts to Tehran , reports 
the Guardian ’s David Pallister 


THE United States government 
is seeking extradition of an Ira- 
nian arms dealer in London, who, 
it claims, for five years arranged 
supply of sophisticated aircraft 
and missile parts to Tehran. 

American investigators believe 
that Saeid Asefi Inanlou, who 
lives in a white mansion over- 
looking Stanmore Common in 
Middlesex, sent up to $10 million 
worth of parts to keep in the air 
some of the Iranians’ advanced 
Grumman F-14 Tomcats with 
their Phoenix missiles. 

The extradition request is 
being drawn up by the assistant 
U.S. attorney in San Diego, Mr. 
Phillip Ha) pern, after the conclu- 
sion of a trial last week in which 
10 people were sent to prison for 
stealing the parts from U.S. air- 
craft carriers and naval land sta- 
tions. The case is one of several in 
America, with direa London 
connections, where the prosecu- 
tion so far has refused to be 
moved by revelations of Presi- 
dent Reagan’s authorisation of 
arms sales to Iran. 


The official British 
position, as stated by 
Sir Geoffrey Howe in 
October 1985 , is to 
deny the export ofy 
“ any defence equip- 
ment which , in our 
view , would signifi- 
cantly enhance the 
capability of either 
side to prolong or ex- 
acerbate the conflict. 


However, in one current .case 
in New York, where nine people 
— including a London-based 
lawyer and a retired Israeli gener- 
al — are charged with planning to 
send $2 billion worth of arms to 
Iran, defence arguments of tacit 
approval by the CIA and Vice- 
President Bush have made some 
progress. The judge has agreed to 
allow discovety of documents ab- 
out the administration’s covert 
arms sales. 

Inanlou’s shopping list, accord- 
ing to American investigators, 
came from the Logistic Support 
Centre (Europe) of the Iranian 
air force, based on the sixth floor 
at 4, Virtoria Street, London, 
next to Scotland Yard. Docu- 
ments in the possession of the 
Guardian show that this building, 
which also houses the National 
Iranian Oil Corporation, has 
been the main Iranian anus pro- 
curement centre in the western 
hemisphere since the Gulf war 
started over six years ago. 

The Iranian charge d'affaires in 
'.ondon has claimed that the 
jffice only purchases defence 
{pare parts and "non-military 
logistical equipment,” within the 
framework of British law. 
However, a list from the support 
centre, dated as early as Septem- 
ber 1981, to the London office of 
a Connecticut company asks for a 
wide range of ammunition, 
howitzers, anti-aircraft guns, and 
mortar bombs. 

Many of the parts from Amer- 
ica, including those alleged to 
have been handled by Inanlou, 
have been airfreighted through 
Heathrow Airport. British Cus- 
toms officials, to the fury of their 
American counterparts, have 
been reluctant to cooperate in the 
Inanlou case. After arresting him 
in July 1985, British Customs 
released him with no charges. 

A Customs spokesman has told 
the Guardian that none of the 


parts found at his house was 
licensable. This claim which is 
denied by the Americans, who 
say their list of the parts confis- 
cated in London, including a 
$500,000 computer, come within 
the schedule of the Export of 
Goods (Control) Order. 

The official British position, as 
stated by Sir Geoffrey Howe in 
October 1985, is to deny the 
export of "any defence equip- 
ment which, m our view, would 
significantly enhance the capabil- 
ity of either side to prolong or 
exacerbate the conflia.” 

Besides shipping spare parts 
for Chieftain . tanks and three 
ships under contracts signed by 
the Shah, British exports last year 
also included £240 million of Ples- 
sey’s mobile AR-3D radar sys- 
tems, designed to give long-range 
warning of high and low-level 
attacks. 

Inanlou is said to have re- 
cruited a New York exporter, 
Edgardo Agustin, in 1981. Agus- 
tin allegedly brought in his 
brother, Franklin, an illegal Fili- 
pino immigrant who ran an insur- 
ance business in San Diego. A 
third brother, George, who lived 
in the Philippines and had access 
to U.S. bases there, was said to 
have been involved, as well as 
serving sailors and navy civilian 
personnel. 

The American investigators, 
who spent months working with 
the British authorities in a coor- 
dinated surveillance operation, 
traced parts from three aircraft 
carriers and naval land stations in 
California and Virginia. Last 
Monday, Franklin and Edgardo, 
the last two to be sentenced, 
received prison sentences of 15 
and 18 years respectively. An 
extradition request for George 
Agustin is being prepared for the 
Philippines government. 

The ease with which those con- 
victed were able to steal the parts 
was revealed after the case 
prompted an investigation by the 
U.S. naval audit service. It found 
that $320 million of aircraft spare 
parts on 14 aircraft carriers could 
not be accounted for. “This does 
cot mean that the navy lost it,” 
said a senior officer in 
Washington. 

Iran under the Shah was the 
only country to get the F-14. 
Seventy-nine, each costing $17 
millroa, were delivered. But the 
makers, Grumman, claim that 
the 1979 revolution intervened 
before Iranians could be trained 
to use and maintain the Phoenix 
missiles. 

According to Iranian air force 
Colonel Behzad Moezi, now with 
the opposition mujahideen in 
London, only seven are air- 
worthy. 

Inanlou has declined to speak 
to the Guardian. 


Why tar Arabs and Islam? 


By Mohammad Kamal 


The following article appeared in 
the Feb. 17 issue of The New 
York Times under the same 
headline. The writer is Jordan’s 
ambassador to the U.S. 

WASHINGTON — I am per- 
turbed by the continuing tenden- 
cy of the American media to. 
utilise the simplistic equation 
"Muslim-terrorist-Arab. " 

There are almost 200 million 
Arabs and close to a billion Mus- 
lims in the world. Is it honest or 
fair that they be blanketed with 
the “terrorist” label through the 
indiscrimiiiate use of an identify- 
ing "Muslim” or “Arab” adjec- 
tive in media coverage of terrorist 
actions emanating from the Mid- 
dle East? 

Journalists, even those who 
pride themselves on objective, re- 
porting, are curiously selective in 
their descriptions. They never 
make reference to the Baader- 
Meinhof gang as "Christian ter- 
rorist." The Japanese Red Army 
Faction is never called “Shinto 
terrorist," The obliteration of 
camps and towns in Lebanon is 
not called “Jewish terrorism.” 

Reports from Lebanon invari- 
ably include reference to "Mus- 
lim West Beirut" — as if religion 
were responsible for the anarchy 
that reigns there. Beirut, until 
1^75, was a thriving cosmopolitan . 
city, marked by the harmonious ' 
ck> -existence of Christian and 
Muslim quarters. And West 


Beirut was always a mixture of 
Muslims and Christians living 
side by side; it still is. The Mus- 
lims who live there have suffered 
no less from the violence and 
terror than have the Christians. 

The present Israeli prime 
minister and at least one of his 
predecessors were adept practi- 
tioners of terrorism four decades 
ago. Today, many of those 
reasonably referred to as “terror- 
ists” in the Middle East are 
Christians; others are Jews. Cer- 
tainly there are Mus lims who are 
terrorists, but do the words 
“Arab” and “Muslim” have to be 
attached immutably to the word 
“terrorist"? This offends the tra- 
ditional American sense of hon- 
esty and fair play, and it certainly 
is contrary to the ethical norms of . 
journalistic practice. The press 
would not think of writing “black 
thief’ or “Christian murderer.” 
Why then does a qualifying racial 
or religious adjective become 
acceptable when it is “Arab” or 
“Muslim"? 

' This damaging practice of dis- 
crimination projects a strong 
echo of racism and religions bias, 
which is causing a groat deal of 
bitterness and resentment among 
Arabs and Muslims. More impor- 
tant, it breeds among Americans 
a baseless but threatening anta- 
gonism toward all Arabs and ■ 
Muslims, even those who have 
lived in the United States for 



Mohammad Kamal 
generations as American citizens. 

It is difficult to believe that this 
practice exists because of irres- 
ponsible editorial oversigh L One. 
is forced to ask: Could it be a 
premeditated plan to promote.- 
hatred of Muslims and Arabs and- 
feed the fires of fanaticism and 
religions conflia? Terrorism and 
its disturbing linkage to Islam was 
one of the concerns expressed by 
the many heads of state who 
.attended the fifth Islamic summit 
conference, held in Kuwait re- 
cently. 

In his address. King Hussein 
reflected this concern by saying: 
"Many efforts are being made to 
weaken the Muslims by feeding 
their internal conflicts and inter- 


nationalising their problems. We 
are witnessing today a carefully 
concerted campaign to tarnish 
our Islamic image by linking 
Islam to acts of terrorism carried 
out by certain individuals and 
groups. Islam, our religion, 
abhors such acts. Islam in which 
the preservation of life is a baric 
principle, prohibits any unlawful 
killing... We do not hear terror- 
ists acts being attributed to the 
religion of their perpetrators ex- 
cept in the case of Arabs and 
Muslims. Why? Because the ene- 
mies of Arabs and Muslims find 
in acts of terror an easy means to 
distort our image and isolate us, 
to justify their acts of aggression, 
perpetuate their hegemony and 
cany out their expansionist poli- 
cies." 

Moreover, the American 
media apparently found it conve- 
nient to ignore a resolution at the 
Islamic summit that unanimously 
condemned terrorism in any form 
as contrary to the teachings of 
Islam. Such a failure is but 
another form of the discrimmar 
tion I have defined here. 

Ethnic origin and religious affi- 
liation do not carry built-in genes 
of c riminal impulse. To attempt 
to create such an impression can 
eventually defeat mankind’s pur- 
suit of the peace, love, charity 
and international brotherhood 
'that all religions embrace, includ- 
ing Islam. 


Amnesty Internationa! accuses U.S. of 
arbitrary, racial application of death penalty 


Amnesty International 
news release 

LONDON — The use of the death 
penalty in the United States 
appeared to be arbitrary and 
racially biased, and clearly 
violated international treaties 
signed by the U.S. government. 
Amnesty International has said. 

The worldwide human rights 
organisation said the evidence 
suggested that the penalty had 
become "a horrifying lottery” in 
which politics, money, race and 
where a crime was committed 
could play a more decisive part in 
sending a defendant to the death 
chamber than the circumstances 
of the crime itself. 

Launching a worldwide cam- 
paign against the U.S. death 
penalty. Amnesty .International 
said the rate of executions was 
accelerating — 57 prisoners had 
been executed in the past three 
years against 11 in the previous 
seven. A record 1,838 prisoners 
were on death row waiting to see 
jf they too were to be “electro- 
cuted, gassed, poisoned, hanged 
or shot dead” — the different 
U.S. methods of execution. 

Those executed and the in- 
mates still on death row included 
mentally ill or retarded people 
and prisoners who were still 
under 18 or who bad been juve- 
niles when their crimes were com- 
mitted, it said. 

Imposing death sentences on 


juvenile offenders was barred by 
the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights and the 
American Convention on Human 
• Rights, both signed by the U.S. in 
1977, Amnesty International 
said. 

Two prisoners who were juve- 
nile offenders were executed in 
1986 and another 30 were on 
death row — including four who 
were aged 15 when their crimes 
were committed. 

The execution of mentally ill 
prisoners contravened guidelines 
set by the United Nations in 1984, 
the oiganisation said — but in 
1985, for instance, a black farm- 
worker in "Virginia was executed 
for murder; after he had been 
diagnosed as a paranoid schi- 
zophrenic with a mental age of 
eight. 

Blacks convicted of murdering 
whites had been found more like- 
ly to be sentenced to death than 
any other category of offender — . 
but whites had only rarely been 
sentenced to death for killing 
blacks. Over 40 per cent of death 
row prisoners were black. 

Between 1977 and 1986 nearly 
90 per cent of prisoners executed 
had been convicted of killin g 
whites — although there were 
nearly as many black victims as 
white ones. 

The death penalty was only 
imposed for certain types of mur- 
der and prisoners on death row 
had been convicted of brutal 
crimes, Amnesty International 


said. But the penalty itself cruelly 
violated the right to life and the' 
organisation rejected the view 
that such treatment of prisoners 
could ever be justified. 

As evidence of cruelty, it cited 
cases like these: 

— It took 14 minutes to kill one 
prisoner in the electric chair in 
Alabama in 1983 and during his 
electrocution smoke and flame 
erupted from his head and leg. 

— Another had convulsions for 
eight minutes while he was being 
gassed in Mississippi, also in 
1983. 

— In Texas, a prisoner com- 
plained of pain for 10 minutes, as 
be was being killed with an injec- 
tion of poison in. 1984. 

Spearheading Amnesty Inter- 
national’s campaign is a new 
80,000-word report on the use of 
the death penalty in the U.S. 
since its reinstatement in 1976 
after a nine-year moratorium. Of 
50 U.S. states, 37 have death 
penalty laws — 12 have executed 
prisoners since 1976 and another 
21 have prisoners on death row. 

The report says that chance can 
play a big part in death sentenc- 
ing, and points to the wide discre- 
tion given to U.S. prosecutors, 
juries and judges. 

For instance, elected local pro- 
secutors can decide whether or 
not to seek the death penalty in 
particular cases, and their deci- 
sions might be swayed by political 
considerations, local feeling ab- 
out the penalty and the high costs 


U.S. has backed away from Lebanon 


By Carol Giacomo 

Rearer 

WASHINGTON — In 1982 and 
1983, Lebanon was so high on the 
U.S. foreign policy agenda that 
President Reagan deemed it a 
U.S. vital interest, sent envoys to 
help to find a political end to civil 1 
war and deployed marines to 
protect Beirut. 

“Yes, the situation in Lebanon 
is difficult, frustrating and 
dangerous,” Reagan said in 1984, 
"but that is no reason to turn our 
backs on friends and cut and 
run." 

On the third anniversary this 
month of that statement, the 
marines are long gone and the 
special envoys aQ but forgotten. 


U.S. aid has plummeted. 

Most recently, Americans have 
been barred from travelling to 
Lebanon because of increasing, 
threats of guerrilla violence. 

As factional violence turned to 
virtual anarchy, U.S. officials 
have bluntly emphasised their be- 
lief that Lebanon is responsible 
for its own fate. 

Secretary of State George 
Shultz outraged many in Lebanon 
and elsewhere in the Arab World 
when he said on February 8: 
“The people of Beirut have to 
recognise that what they are 
doing is . ruining themselves. 
They, in effect, have a plague 
there. They are isolating them- 
selves from the world and foe 
world should isolate them." 


The developments reflect how 
far the United States has been 
distanced from the Middle East 
and its problems. 

“The United States is being 
progressively expelled from the 
Middle East (and) Lebanon is the 
extreme example,”, said Robert 
Hunter, a member of President 
Jimmy Carter's national security 
council staff from 1977 to 1981. 

The grip factions hold on 
Beirut and the fact that Amer- 
icans are prime targets of hos- 
tage-taking has caused analysts 
such as Hunter, now director of 
European studies at the private 
Centre for Strategic and Interna- 
tional Studies (CSIS), to applaud 
the January 28 State Department 
edict barring U.S. travel to 


Lebanon. 

Some, such as Republican Sen- 
ate leader Robert Dole of Kan- 
sas, want the United States to go 
even further and close its embas- 
sy in Beirut — something the 
Reagan administration so far has 
rejected. 

lk The security situation in 
Lebanon has deteriorated so bad- 
ly and our influence on events 
there is so minimal it is bard to 
see how the embassy can play any 
- useful role,” he said. 

“Goring the embassy is not 
abandoning anyone or giving in 
to terrorists. It is merely accept- 
ing the tragic reality that Beirut is 
fast becoming a no-man’s land.” 

The situation did not seem so 
desperate in 1982, when Reagan 


assigned U-S. marines to a mull 
national peace-keeping force 
Beirut with Italian, French ai 
British troops. • 

‘Tve concluded there is i 
alternative to their returning : 
Lebanon if that country is 
stand on its own feet," be sa 
then. 

_The idea was to buy time ! 
that President Amin Gemay 
and various waning factions, i 
eluding those hacked by Syri 
could work out a plan for nation 
reconciliation and for the depa 
ture of all foreign forees. 
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SuflS-?,? 3 ? - the higl 
^ U.S.ijuJiiaiy death toll sine 
the] Vietnam war — dramatical) 
eroded public support. 
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of capital trials. The report says 
many prosecutors are reluctant to 
ask for the death penalty unless 
under strong pressure to do so — 
but others seek it wherever 
possible. 

A sentence might hinge on 
where the crime was committed 
and there are wide disparities in 
death sentencing across the na- 
tion — more than two-thirds of 
all executions since 1977 have 
been in the southern states of 
Florida, Georgia and Texas. 

Amnesty International opposes 
the death penalty as a violation of 
the right to life and the right not 
to be subjected to cruel, inhuman 
or degrading punishment. It 
urges governments to examine 
the evidence that the death penal- 
ty has no special deterrent value 
and can encourage a climate of 
violence and disrespect for hu- 
man life. 

Calling for abolition of the 
penalty in the U.S., it points out 
that, even with the most stringent 
safeguards, it may be inflicted on 
the innocent — at least 23 wrong- 
ly convicted people are reported 
to have been executed in the U.S. 
this century. 

The or g a nis a t ion’s campaign is 
part of its work against the death 
penalty worldwide — target 
countries for abolition campaigns 
during the 1980s have inducted 
Guna, Cuba, Iran, Iraq, Nigeria, 
South Africa and the Soviet 
Union. 
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Chinese force progress on Central Asian nomads 


£ 


By Robert M. Poole 

National Geographic 

_ YINING, China — The old man 
named Asayan Jasilik remembers 
a time, not so long ago, when the 
grasslands of Central Asia were 
lush and the world of his people, 
the Kazak, seemed limitless. 

His grandfather would scoop 
him up and prop him on the neck 
of their horse, and they would 
gallop out together to visit their 
kinsmen who lived in yurts, the 
felt tents still used by nomads 
throughout China’s far west. 

Nostalgia for olden days 

“It was very joyful then,” re- 
calls Asayan, now in his 80s. “It 
was not as restricted as it is today. 
You could move everywhere. AH 
between the mountains there was 
thick grass,” he says, holding his 
hand waist-high. “Many Han 
have come since I was a boy.” 

In fact, more than 5 million 
Han, China's predominant ethnic 
group, now live in the frontier 
province known as the Xinjiang 
Uygur Autonomous Region. 
Most have migrated there — to 
work on farms, to serve in the 
army, and to build factories — 
since the Communist state was 
founded in 1949. 

The Han, who made up less 
than 6 per cent of the province's 
population three decades ago, 
have increased to almost 40 per 
cent. This has brought rapid 
change to Xinjiang, where some 
13 million people live. 

Twice the size of Texas, Xin- 
jiang has long served as a buffer 
between China and the Soviet 
Union. Until this century, it was 
peopled by Turkic-speaking 
Uygurs, Kazaks, Kirgiz, and 
orher minority groups, most of 
them Muslims with ancestral ties 
to Mongolia and Persia rather 
than to China's heartland. They 
spoke a language sounding more 
like Persian or Arabic than 
Chinese. 

Uygurs. the main Turkic 
group, once lived a nomadic ex- 
istence, but they settled down as 
merchants and farmers along the 
old Silk Road centuries ago. 
Kazak and Kirgiz still speak their 
own language and follow the sea- 
sons on horseback, but they make 
up a tiny segment of the total 
population — about 1 million 
between them. 

Han colonise region 
.. T.h.e nomads,, scattered. 


throughout the vast spaces of 
China’s second-largest state, have 
felt the presence of the Han more 
keenly than totheis. Much of the 
pasture once used by Kazak and 
Kirgiz shepherds has been 
ploughed under by Han colonists. 
And since the 1950s, the Han 
have established more than a 
hundred state farms and doubled 
the land under cultivation in Xin- 
jiang. 

“It was a land of swamps and 
deserts when we first came,” says 
Tsao Wenchan, one of the Gist 
Hans to settle in Xinjiang. Tsao 
came in 1950 as a member of the 
People's Liberation Army, which 
helped establish one of Xinjiang’s 
first modern cities, Shihezi.. 
“There were wild pigs, foxes, and 
wolves,” Tsao recalls. “The agri- 
culture was undeveloped.” 

Tsao and his comrades cleared 
the land and hauled timber from 
the nearby moun tains to build 
houses. They had no ploughs, so 
they made furrows with shar- 
pened cannon barrels. Because 
no borses or oxen were available, 
the soldiers got into harness and 
pulled. the ploughs. “We were 
determined,” says Tsao, “to turn 
this desert into a garden.” 

They think they succeeded. To- 
day more than 500,000 Han live 
and work in Shihezi, a place of 
poplar-lined streets, flower gar- 
dens , modem apartments, and 
factories. By the year 2000, a 
local official said, the population 
will reach 700,000 and the size of 
the city itself will double. “It wQJ 
be like a new California," he 
says. 

On the main road entering 
Shihezi, a billboard shows Hans. 
Uygurs, and Kazaks holding 
hands and smiling under a slogan 
that reads: “Unite and Make 
China Prosper!” 

That has a certain irony, since 
more than 95 per cent of Shihezi’s 
people are Han, and therefore 
the chief beneficiaries of mod- 
ernisation. Undoubtedly, the 
Han have brought things to Xin- 
jiang that benefit all who live 
there — new hospitals, schools, 
highways, and housing. And 
minorities are not bound by the 
birth-control policies that limit 
Han parents to one child only. 

Tension runs deep 

Despite all that, animosities 
remain. Outside the post office in 
JUrumqi. Xinjiang’s capital, a 
police poster reports the execu- 
tion of a Han man who got drunk, r 




Rising oceans threaten 
coastal cities 


By Mort Rosenblmn 

The Associated Press 

PARIS — Within 30 years, rising 
seas will wash away entire coun- 
tries and flood cities from Boston 
to Bombay, but no one seems to 
care, a top authority on oceans 
warns. 

“In Bangladesh alone. 15 mil- 
lion people will have to move or 
drown.” Stjepan Kecfces has said 
in an interview. “It is unbeliev- 
able. Politicians don’t want to 
worry about the long term. They 
won't be around." 

Venice is already in peril. 
Keckes said, because “it is sink- 
ing, but also water is rising 
around it.” 

Kiribati, a Pacific island na- 
tion, could disappear entirely, be 
added. So could the Sydney 
opera house. 

Keckes, a flamboyant and 
widely respected Yugoslavian 
marine biologist, heads the Un- 
ited Nations Environment Prog- 
ramme’s Centre for Oceans and 
Coastal Areas. He monitors re- 
gional centres from Nairobi, 
Kenya. 

He came to the U.N. Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation in Paris to confer 
with other specialists who echo 
his view — and his frustration 
that no one seems to be paying 
attention. 

Keckes said increasing carbon 
dioxide in the earth's atmosphere 
raises temperatures, melting ice 
and causing the “greenhouse 
effect." At the same time, war- 
mer water is expanding, raising 
sea levels. 

Scientists fear a massive break- 
up of the Antarctic shelf which 
might speed the process dramati- 
cally. Keckes estimates seas will 
rise by 1.5 metres to 3.5 metres, 
within three decades. Low-lying 
Pacific islands, such as Fiji, will 
lose fertile coastal lands. 

Specialists warn that coastal 
cities everywhere will be 
threatened, defensive measures 
could run into the hundreds of 
tuitions of dollars, and the social 
impact could cause sharp conflicts 
among countries. 

'‘Bangladesh will have to 
evacuate huge areas because they 
don’t have the money to build 
dikes, like The Netherlands,” 
Keckes said. “But where will they 
go? If they invade India, who 
could blame them?” - 

Working independently, other 
scientists have .expressed similar 
fears. Last year, the first interna- 
tional symposium on “cities on 
the sea” met at Haifa. 

Nicolas- Fleming* of the Insti- 
tute of Oceanographic Studies in 


Wormly, England, warned then 
that sections of the North Caroli- 
na and Virginia coastlines already 
were threatened. 

Fleming has studied nearly 

1,000 coastal cities which have 
disappeared, at least partially, 
since antiquity. 

“It is happening around us, and 
we can’t get anybody interested,” 
Keckes said. “It is just not the 
kind of thing you can make into a 
headline; you can’t visualise it. 
But it is happening.” 

He points to the village of 
Argentiere, in the French Alps. 
Postcards of the 1920s show a 
glacier surrounding the village 
church. Today, apparently be- 
cause of warmer, temperatures, 
the ice has receded 200 yards up 
the mountain. 

Measurements show a similar 
but less-obvious process talcing 
place almost everywhere there is 
permanent ice, scientists say. 

Keckes worries that little can 
be done about rising oceans 
beyond studying the phe- 
nomenon and preparing for the 
worst. 

“The process has already 
started," he said. “We might slow 
it down by burning less fossil 
fuels, (but) the fundamental 
changes have already taken 
place.” 

Periodic measurements are im- 
portant, be added, but the change 
will not be linear. The oceans are 
likely to rise at different levels 
each year, perhaps with sharp, 
sudden increases. 

Related problems worsen the 
impact. For example, water may 
be rising faster than coral reefs 
can grow, submerging them too 
deeply and, in effect, drowning 
them. If the reefs die, countless 
islands will lose their natural bar- 
riers against the sea. 

Water temperature changes are 
effecting marine life in ways 
which are still not dear. 

“We are just starting to find 
out the real impact and dangers, 
but it is only among small groups 
in scientific meetings/-’ Keckes 
said. “But no one else seems to 
care./ 

? regio 
careful 

other marine problems, such as 
alarming levels of DTT and other 
pesticides still widely used in de- 
veloping countries. 

DTT in the livers of Antarctic 
penguins shows how far con- 
tamination has carried. Scientists 
are beginning to monitor mussels 
as indicators of DTT levels 
around the world. 

Marine pollution is also a se- 
rious problem in some regions. 


UNEP regional centres are 
making careful assessments of 



Vigorously getting ready for their autumn migration, Kazak nomads 
in China’s Gar-western Xinjiang region strap their belongings on a 
Bactrian camel. Their pastoral traditions threatened by pressures to 
‘modernise, the Kazak still speak their Turkic language and follow the 


dictates of the seasons more readily than those of distant Befiing. 
Bactrian camels can carry 1,000 pounds 20 miles a day across the 
steppes of Central Asia. 


fought with a Uygur, and stabbed 
him to death. 

Other resentments boil to the 
surface on occasion. Last year 
some 300 Uygur students mar- 
ched on Beijing, in an unautho- 
rised demonstration against nuc- 
lear testing in their homeland. 

Although many of the Turkic 
minority are reluctant to criticise 
Hans in public, many privately 
refer to Hans as “kafirs," or 
infidels. They note that, while 
some administrative jobs go to 
Turkic natives, the key political 
and military decisions are made 
by Hans. 

The presence of the Chinese 
army in Xinjiang is also a sensi- 
tive point. Since tensions be- 
tween the Soviets and Chinese 
flared in the 1960s, Beijing has 
kept Han militia and regular 
army troops stationed in Xin- 
jiang. as many as 500,000 strong, 
according to some experts. 

The army’s primary mission is 
to guard the border, but soldiers 
also keep an eye on rebellious 
locals. On at least three occasions 
— in 1958, 1962, and 1981 — 
central authorities have called up 
the army to put down Turkic 
uprisings, a use of force deeply 
resented by Xinjiang natives. 

Despite the assaults of the 
modern - age, most.. Kirgiz and 
Kazaks manage to pursue their 
traditional ways, at least for now. 
On the road north of Yining, one. 


meets wave after wave of Kazak 
horsemen, dressed in their dis- 
tinctive white felt hats and flow- 
ing black coats. They ride tall in 
the saddle, cutting in and out of a 
sheep flock, displaying an easy 
grace bom of long experience. 

Lancers struck swiftly 

Their ancestors, some of whom 
rode with Genghis Khan, were 
feared throughout Asia, and for 
good reason: They were expert 
riders and fierce fighters who 
struck swiftly with lances, iron 
battle-axes, and heavy whips 
equipped with lashes the dia- 
meter of a garden hose, a blow 
from which usually meant death. 

After an attack, the nomads 
would disperse, melting once 
more into me safety of the moun- 
tains. Thus they lived through an 
uneasy cycle of conquest and 
submission with Russia and 
China. 

Perhaps it is the horsemen's 
fierce reputation that prompted a 
government official in Urumqi to 
speak of Kazak and Kirgiz as 
“uncivilised.” Why, the official 
wanted to know, did an Amer- 
ican writer want to visit them 
instead of other minority groups? 
And in Beijing, another official 
referred to nomads as “back- 
ward” and warned an American 
to arm himself with a knife before 
visiting Xinjiang. 





R) nged in bvvjut desert* and high, rugged 
mountains, Chinese Central Asia — 
Xinjiang— developed in an isolation only 
recently broken by the forces of 
modernization. 
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That warning, as it turned out, 
was unnecessary. 

JfCazak and Kirgiz shepherds 
are supremely hospitable, even 
when an unwashed American gal- 
lops up in a cloud of dust at 
dinnertime, unannounced, with 
four or five other strangers. No 
matter. A choice lamb is plucked 
from the flock and presented to 
the guest, who agrees that it is 
acceptable. The host gently Jays 
the lamb on the ground and slits 
its throat. 

As the lamb boils over a fire of 
pine and sheep dung, their visi- 
tors enter the family yurt, where 
thick carpets of red, blue, and 
yellow wool form a bright circle. 
A woman passes around an urn of 
water, precious in this desert re- 
gion, so that everyone can wash. 

Another woman, in a red ker- 
chief and jangling silver 
bracelets, pours goat-milk tea 
from a steaming pot. The guests 
slurp the tea from bowls, making 
as much noise as possible to show 
their appreciation. 

Four-hour dinner 

The host breaks bread. He 
offers the first piece to the guest 
of honour. Then comes dinner — 
racks of spicy kabobs, followed 
by four other lamb courses that 
end, four hours later, with a 
noodle-and-broth dish. * 

“We developed as a hospitable 
people," says Abdul Kadir, a 
Kirgiz living in Artux, “because 
we were always scattered and 
always travelling. We had to rely 
on each other for food and drink. 
If we have one loaf of bread, we 
save half for the stranger. If we 
have half a loaf, we save half of 
that, even if our own grandchil- 
dren have less to eat.” 

In addition to their traditions 
of hospitality, many of today's 
Kazaks and Kirgiz still treasure 
the outdoor life, living in tents 
and sleeping under the stars. 

“I want my children to do what 
I have done, to keep animals and 
live as I have lived,” says Turde 
Ahun, a Kazak shepherd who has 
spent his life in the rolling Tian 
Shan, or Celestial Mountains, of 
northwestern Xinjiang. “It is all 
right if they want to live in the 
city, but most of them are like 
me. They don't like to study. 
They like to work.” 

A son, one of seven children, 
proudly nodded his assent, grin- 
ned at the old man, and pointed 
to the family's huge flock of 
sheep, now bleating and grazing 


in the thin moonlight of an au- 
tumn evening. 

Whether such scenes will en- 
dure in Tian Shan is an open 
question. 

Thousands of Kazak horsemen 
have been “reassigned” as far- 
mers in a part of Xinjiang that lies 
west of Yining. hard by the Sino- 
Soviet border. Here more than 

14,000 Kazaks till the land, grow- 
ing com instead of sheep. 

A long time learning 

“It took me five years to be- 
come a true farmer.” says Kimel, 
a Kazak who has been ploughing 
the thin, rocky earth of Chap- 
chura County since 2960. “Of 
course I made many mistakes at 
first. But the government sent 
teachers who showed me how to 
work. Now I understand it. I like 
it because now I don't have to 
travel all the time." 

What about other resettled 
Kazaks? Do they like the new 
way of life? 

Kimel hesitates and glanced at 
a party official for guidance: No 
glimmer of emotion, pro or con, 
comes from the official. Halting- 
ly. Kimel answers: “Not all 
agreed that fanning -was better. 
Some don’t like it. Bui there was 
much land here and someone had 
.to make it productive." 

In the coming years, the press- 
ures will mount for nomads to 
settle into industrial jobs as Xin- 
jiang begins to develop its great 
reserves of oil, coal, uranium, 
beryllium, and other strategic 
minerals. All are considered 
essential to China’s modernisa- 
tion drive. 

“We have greater resources 
than Saudi Arabia,” said an offi- 
cial in Xinjiang. “And we have 
already laid the foundations for 
future development.” 

Nomads, he said, will be in- 
volved in that development. “It is 
our party's intention to help rid 
them of their backward living 
conditions. Gradually, they are 
joining the society.” 

The change has already begun 
In the Altay Mountains of north- 
ern Xinjiang. Where Genghis 
Khan once could gallop between 
clear horizons of grass, the hills 
sprout smokestacks and oil re- 
fineries, and convoys of tanker 
trucks choke the road. 

Beside the road, a Kazak fami- 
ly on migration huddles with its 
sheep, keeping its livestock safe 
from the traffic, waiting to cross 
over. 


Algeria’s 
population 
growth rate 
outstrips job 
prospects 


By Charles Lambetio 

Renter 

ALGIERS — Algeria's popula- 
tion is growing by more than 
three per cent a year — a rate 
that will double it every two 
decades. — and employment pros- 
pects are equally bleak. 

The latest available figures esti- 
mate the jobless, euphemistically 
described here as the "non-occu- 
pied,” at more than 800,000 out 
of a total workforce of about 4.5 
million. 

A recent issue of the weekly 
Algerie-Actualites suggested 
that even if 100,000 jobs could be 
created this year as planned, ab- 
out 700,000 babies would be boro 
and between 400,000 and 500,000 
young people would start seeking 
their first employment. 

When a steep drop in oil prices 
cut export earnings by 40 per cent 
last year, Algeria had to adopt 
drastic austerity measures. The 
impact was immediate on em- 
ployment for the nation's 24 mil- 
lion people, including a growing 
number of young women who 
want to get out of the home and 
work. 

Large-scale investments were 
shelved and state firms were told 
to become more efficient — in 
other words cut jobs. 

While 140,500 new jobs a year 
were created from 1980 to 1984, 
the figure dropped to 116,000 in 
1985 and about 100,000 last year, 
Algerie-Actualites reported. 

To provide work for job-seek- 
ers, the economy will have to 
create four million jobs between 
now and the year 2000 — 914,500 
from 1985 to 1989, 1.29 million 
from 1990 to 1994 and 1,677,000 
from 1995 to 2000. 

Development policy must in- 
crease production through low- 
cost, labour-intensive investment 
if the challenge is to be met. 


Algerie-Actualites said. 

The labour ministry has set up 
a committee to study steps to 
preserve existing jobs and create 
new ones as an economic and 
social development priority, the 
weekly added. 

The government is stressing the 
need for Algeria to meet demand 
for consumer goods through 
domestic production rather than 
imports, thus saving hard curren- 
cy and creating jobs. 

Increasing urbanisation and the 
decline of the rural sector have 
aggravated the employment 
problem. Agriculture, which 
accounted for 50 per cent of jobs 
in 1967, provided only 25 per cent 
by 1984. 

Over-crowding in cities — 
three million now live in Algiers, 
a city planned for 600,000 — has 
created an acute housing shortage 
even though, according to Prime 
Minister Abdelhamid Brahim, 

760,000 flats went up between 
1980 and 1985. 

Noureddine, a taxi driver from 
Algiers, dreams of getting mar- 
ried but says he will have to wait 
perhaps “four or five years" until 
he finds a flat. 

A survey of 1,000 young Alge- 
rians published in the January 
issue of the monthly Parcoufs 
Maghrcbins. asked which prob- 
lem cast the bigget shadow over 
the future. Thirty-three per cent 
replied nuclear conflict and 24.6 
per cent population growth. 

AJgerie-A ctualites agreed. 

“Give the country a three-year 
respite (from population growth) 
and you would stop talking about 
a crisis, scarcities, and fluctuating 
oil prices. 

“Otherwise we shall have to 
give up any hope of development 
and pray God that no other catas- 
trophe hits us. One does not 
procreate with impunity, whatev- 
er the moralists may say.” 


Foreign fur trade threatens 
Iraq's desert fox 


By Subhy Haddad 

Reuter 

MOSUL, Iraq — Iraq's long- 
eared desert fox may soon dis- 
appear from its nothern hunting 
grounds if a trapping spree for its 
fine fur goes unchecked, say 
traders. 

Foreign residents and tourists 
are main buyers of the animal’s 
sandy-coloured pelt, sold here by 
the thousand for an average price 
of only two Iraqi dinars ($6) 
each. 

Destined for sale in expensive 
foreign boutiques, the pelts have 
sparked a lucrative trade for Iraqi 
dealers, who re-sell them at five 
times that price. 

“Foreigners are our main cus- 
tomers ... some of them buy as 
many as 300 skins. They consider 
the price very cheap for such a 
rare commodity," said Jajan Oth- 
tnan, who runs a spacious shop in 
Bab El Toub, Mosul’s old suq. 

“If locals buy the fur it is only 
for decorative purposes. They 
rarely make it into garments,” be 
added, amid the bustle and smells 
of the traditional Arab market. 

Othman said most of his cus- 


tomers were West Germans, Ita- 
lians, Yugoslavs, Poles. Chinese 
and South Koreans working on 
development projects in northern 
Iraq. Recently, he bought 4.000 
pelts from a single bedouin hun- 
ter, the fox’s main enemy. 

Native to the Arabian Peninsu- 
la, north east Africa and parts of 
Iran and Iraq, the animal used to 
roam the Jazira plain and nearby 
mountain foothills of Sinjar some 
400 kilometres north of Baghdad 
in large numbers. 

But today the bedouins com- 
plain that the fox, despised for its 
appetite for farmers' poultry, is 
no longer as common as it was 
five years ago. 

The bedouin roaming have de- 
veloped skilful trapping methods. 
They do not use guns or metal 
traps which would harm the 
animal's skin ... theirs are inge- 
nious wood traps erected over 
open pits,” Othman said. 

So far there are no effective 
rules for the preservation of wild- 
life in the region. The upsurge in 
foreign demand for fox furs is 
actually threatening the animal 
with extinction in some areas, 
Othman said. 
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The First and Only Gree£ 
■^Restaurant In Jordan = 
TONIGHT 

g AND EVERY NIGHT 
„ZORBA THE GBEEK„ 

LOCATED 

JABAL AMMAN. 2ND CIRCLE 
OPP FRENCH LOAf 
TEL 6415B5 MO COVER CHARGE 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka away Is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Take away available 
Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

K Tel: 661922 V 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-G 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Tafcfr-away sasrvte* 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. -midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akifah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


' CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
lunch and dinner Friday 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

■v 6:30 - Midnight > 



■■ 

EVERY 


V 

a 

DAY 


IIAI'OTEL BE) ||JUI||J|= 

Tel: 668193 - Telex 23888 DAROTL 
Shmeisani * Amman 
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RESTAURANT 


PEOPLE WHO NEED 

MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES 

CALL US! 
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Electrolux 


P.O.Box S2S2Z9 AMMAN 


Tel. 604671 


G 
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CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding. 
International moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 



' SHAKHSHIR 
Rent A Car 

25% Discount 

1. Short and long terms 

2. Full insurance 

3. Automatic and Air-condi- 
tion cars 

4. Always new cars with 
good service 

Middle East Hotel 
X Tel; 663958 / 
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Cat! 667171-6 
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e Sports . 

Arsenal, Tottenham ease Becker downs Spain’s Sanchez 

into FA Cup 6th round match for Davis Cup " 


LONDON (R) — London’s threatened domination 
of the English soccer season gained impetus when 
Arsenal and Tottenham eased into the quarter- 
finals of the Football Association (FA) Cup. 


Arsenal's unspectacular and 
unexpected climb up the First 
Division table has not been met 
with unanimous approval and it 
won few new friends with the 
manner of its untidy 2-0 win over 
Second Division tailendens Barn- 
sley Saturday. 

Not for the first lime this sea- 
son Arsenal's opener came via a 
Martin Hayes penalty after an 
hour and the relief on the High- 
buiy terraces was mirrored on the 
pitch. 

The mercurial Charlie Nicholas 
was immediately taken off the 
substitutes' bench and the Scot- 
tish striker showed a refreshing 
sense of adventure with a breath- 
taking goal in the dosing stages. 

Like the jealous neighbour it 
is, Tottenham took the same 
route to victory against First Divi- 
sion struggler Newcastle who 
gave as good as it's got until Clive 
Allen netted his 35th goal of the 
season with a 20th minute 
penalty. 

Arsenal, second in the First 
Division, will be hoping to keep 
alive its hopes of winning the 
English treble when it meets its 
great north London rival in the 
second leg of the less important 


League Cup semifinal in eight 
days. Tottenham won the first leg 
1-0. 

The two Londoners are joint 
favourites to win the FA Cup 
with league leader Everton, who 
meets Wimbledon today. 

London's representation in the 
last eight of the FA Cup could be 
as high as four because West 
Ham and Watford both drew 
away from home and will be 
favourites to win their 'midweek 
replays. 

West Ham enjoyed an excel- 
lent 1-1 draw at Sheffield 
Wednesday, while Watford was 
relieved to escape with a similar 
result at Third Division Walsall. 

But London's fifth surviving 
club. Queen’s Park Rangers, 
failed to reach the sixth round 
when it lost 2-1 at Second Divi- 
sion Leeds. 

Whatever the outcome of Wal- 
sall's return date at Watford, the 
Third Division is guaranteed one 
club in the quarter-finals follow- 
ing Wigan's splendid 3-0 home 
win over Second Division Hull. 

But rejuvenated Coventry pro- 
duced the most impressive win of 
the day when it travelled to 
Second Division high-fliers Stoke . 


and emerged the 1-0 winner, 
courtesy of a Micky Gynn- goal 
after 72 minutes. 

There was further good news 
for Arsenal in the league when 
third-placed Liverpool foiled to 
move above the Londoners after 
being held to a 2-2 draw at Aston 
Villa despite going ahead after 40 
seconds with a Craig Johnston 
goal. 

But an own goal by Mark 
Lawrenson, Ireland's European 
Championship hero in Scotland 
on Wednesday, and a 43rd mi- 
nute effort from defender Paul 
Elliott left Liverpool trailing until 
Paul Walsh grabbed a late 
equaliser. 

Everton continues to lead the 
First Division with 54 points, 
followed by Arsenal (53) and 
Liverpool (52). 

The Scottish Cup provided the 
most romantic tale of the day 
when highland league outfit 
Peterhead came from behind to 
draw 2-2 at Second Division lead- 
er Raith. 

A large percentage of Peter- 
head's supporters' club members 
will be unable to attend next 
week’s replay - 

Leading cup contender Dun- 
dee United, who meets Barcelo- 
na in the quarter-finals of UEFA 
Cup, was almost a victim of a 
surprise at First Division stragglers 
Brechin where it was fortunate to 
secure a one-goal victory. 


INDIAN WELLS, California (R) 
— West Germany’s Boris Becker 
grabbed an important psycholo- 
gical advantage over Spain’s Emi- 
lio Sanchez three weeks before 
the Davis Cup tennis clash be- 
tween their two nations. 
.Becker, the second seed, 
cruised into the semifinals of the’ 
$435,000 Pilot Pen Classic with an 
efficient 6-3, 7-5 victory over his 
10th -seeded rival. 

Spain entertains West Ger- 
many in Barcelona in the world 
group first round tie on March 
13-15 and the reigning Wimble- 
don champion said: “This win 
will give me the edge for the 
Davis Cup. 

“The day there won't be much 
slower than the court here but I 
know I’ll have to work for every 
point.” 

Stefan Edberg, who bas won 
his last two tournaments, and 
Fellow-Swede Mats Wilander also 
advanced to the semifinals Friday 
as all four top seeds took their 
expected places. 

Top seeded Edberg had to 
work hard to overcome seventh 
seed Czechoslovak Miloslav 
Mecir 4-6, 6-4, 6-2 in a match 
which lasted two hours and 
finished under lights in the cool of 
evening. 

“It was like winter out there,” 
said Edberg afterwards." 1 had to 
pump my fists a few times to 
warm up.'’ 




Boris Becker ... warihs up for 

Wilander, seeded fourth, had a 
more comfortable passage. He 1 
crushed unseeded Jakob Hlasek 
of Switzerland 6-3, 6-0 while third 
seed Yannick Noah of France 
went through 64), 3-6, 6-4 against 
compatriot Thierry Tulasne. 

Becker broke Sanchez twice to 
take the first set but dropped his 
serve to trail the Spaniard 4-3 in 
the second. 

But Sanchez could not capital- 
ise and allowed Becker to break 
back immediately. The West 
German then broke again in the 
12th game, clinching victory with 
a raking cross-court pass. 


. fvariSns up for Davis Cup 

ed fourth, had a Afterwards Sanchez remained 
e passage. He 1 optimistic about his Davis Cup 
i Jakob Hlasek chances. “I didn’t know how well 
i, 6-0 while third we were playing but now I think I 
oah of France can win that match,” he said. 
3-6, 6-4 against Edberg, looked in trouble 
ry Tulasne. against Mecir when he dropped 
anchez twice to * e first set then trailed 2-0 in the 
but dropped his second. But he rallied to level the 
Spaniard 4-3 in set, broke the seventh seed for a 
4-3 lead and then went away to 
secure his place in the last four 
>uld not capital- with ease. < 

Seeker to break “I was almost gone for a 
ly. The West while,” Edbeig said later. “But 
ike again in die these days I know how to play 
ing victory with him. In the past I didn’t have a 
urt pass. clue.” 


Swedes upset S. Korea in table tennis 


American NB)\ roundm 


Jabbar hits scoring mark in LA win 


NEW YORK (AP) — Kareem 
Abdul Jabbar may have reached 
another National Basketball 
Association milestone — 36,000 
career points. But it was the 
one-game total of Chicago’s 
Michael Jordan that worried the 
39-year-old centre and his Los 
Angeles Lakers teammates. 

“We won because we were able 
to stop Jordan down the stretch, 
and because we only let them 
have two offensive boards in the 
second half after letting them 
bury us in the first half,” Abdul 
Jabbar said after the Bulls' all- 
star guards got 33 points in the 
Lakers' 110-100 victory Friday 
night. .. . 

Jordan leads the NBA with a 
37-point average. 

Abdul Jabbar, who finished 
with 17 points and ran his career 
total of 36,002, hit the 36,000 
milestone with a skyhook that 
gave the Lakers a 100-94 lead. 

Magic Johnson led Los 
Angeles with 28 points. James 
Worthy and Mychal Thompson 
added 18 points apiece for the 
Lakers, who beat the Bulls for 
the 12th time in their last 13 
meetings. 

Elsewhere, it was Indiana 107, 
Atlanta 105; Philadelphia 123, 
Sacramento 91; Dallas 122, San 
Antonio 107; Washington 118, 
Utah 113, and the Los Angeles 
Clippers 121, Denver 107. 

76ers 123, Kings 91 

Andrew Toney, who bas mis- 
sed 25 games for Philadelphia, 
scored a season-high 32 points to 
lead the 76ers past visiting Sac- 
ramento. Toney's performance, 
in just his 12th game since return- 
ing from foot problems, came on 
the heels of a 27-point game 


Wednesday against Golden State. 
Pacers lu7. Hawks 105 
Beating Atlanta at the Omni 
was a new experience for most' 
Indiana players. The Pacers had 
lost 15 straight games in Atlanta, 
dating back to March 26, 1981. 
Mavericks 122, Spars 107 
“There was certainly a lot of 
Mark Aguirre out there tonight,” 
San Antonio coach Bob Weiss 
said after the Dallas forward 
scored a season-high 41 points. 
Bullets 118, Jaz 113 
“When he's on a roll every- 
thing goes well for them,” Utah 
forward Kelly Tripuka said of 


Washington’s Moses Malone, 
who scored 35 points and pulled 
down 15 rebounds. 'Too much 
Moses... too much Moses.” 

Clippers 121, Nuggets 107 

Michael Cage scored 28 points 
and pulled down a game-high 18 
rebounds as Los Angeles made 14 
free throws in the final quarter to 
overcome 40 points by Denver’s 
Alex English. 

Forward Kenny fields scored 
18 points and centre Benoit Ben- 
jamin added 17 for the Clippers, 
who have recorded three of their 
nine victories this season against 
the Nuggets. 


E. Germany wins early In Euro meet 


UEVIN, France (R) — Peerless 
long jumper Heike Drechsler and 
shot putter Ulf Tunmennann del- 
ivered the first two gold medals of 
the European Indoor Athletics 


indoor crown she won in Madrid, 
setting up victory with a best 
jump of 7.12 metres achieved 
with her third effort. 


NEW DELHI, India (AP) — 
Second-seeded Sweden scrapped 
past South Korea 5-4 Saturday in 
an exciting marathon finish in the 
men’s quarter-finals of the 39th 
World Table Tennis Cham- 
pionships here. 

The four-and-a-half hour long 
tie found the Swedes on the edge 
of an upset by the South Koreans, 
who beat the tournament’s top 
seed China in the Asian Games 
last year. 

Ninth seeded South Koreans 
began with a bang and had the 
crowd spellbound with their 
handling of the Swedes and gave 
the spectators one of the most 
exciting matches. 

After Erik Lindh beat Kim Ki 
Taek 12-21, 23-21, 21-19 to wrest 
the initial lead, Yoo Nam Kyu, 
the Asian Games champ, res- 
tored parity and defeated Jan- 
Ove Waldner in a threer setter 
21-18,; 16-21, 21-15. 

Waldner, regarded as world's 
no. 5, seemed off colour for most 
of the match. 

European champion Jorgen 


The world indoor and outdoor- Persson was the next to have his 


Championships to East Ger- . record holder was outside her reputation dented with Kim Wan 


many. 

Drechsler retained the 
women’s title with ease as she 
reeled off six jumps, none of 
which her outclassed rivals could 
match. 

Timmennann turned the tables 
on Swiss Werner Guenthor, de- 
throning last year’s champion 
who beat him into second place in 
the 1986 outdoor championships 
of Europe. 

Veteran Polish sprinter Marian 
Worinin broke his own European 
60 metres record, slicing 0.01 
seconds of his 13 day-old mark as 
he clocked 6.52 seconds in the 
semifinals — an ideal boost as he 
chased his fifth European indoor 
title in the final later Saturday. 

Drechsler, world champion in 
1983 when only 18, defended the 


DIRECTOR 

The Board of Trustees of the Baghdad International 
School (BIS) wishes to appoint a director for the school 
to commence his/her functions in late summer of 1 987 
(July/August). 

The annual salary ranges from USDLR 28,000 to USDLR 
38,000 depending on qualifications and experience. The 
school also offers favourable housing and transportation 
allowances. 

The Baghdad International School is closely associated 
with the UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
COMMISSION FOR WESTERN ASIA (ESCWA) Bagh- 
dad. The language of instruction is English and the 
school offers tuition from kindergarten to 12th grade; it 
also prepares students for GCE "O" and "A" levels. 
Essential qualifications: Minimum ten years solid experi- 
ence relevant to education including at least five years 
as principal. 

Director or other high level administrator preferably in 
international educational institutions. 

Languages: Fluency in English, knowledge of Arabic 
desirable. 

Deadline for applications: 10 March 1987. 

Contact UNDP, telephone 668171 Mr. Ahmad 
Ghadieh, Amman 
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world mark of 7.29 but that could 
be under threat at the World 
Indoor Championships in Indi- 
anapolis in two weeks. 

Drechsler left Soviet challen- 
gers Galina Chistiakova and 
Helena Bilevskia trailing respec- 
tively 23 and 36 centimetres be- 
hind in the silver and bronze 
medal positions. 

Guenthor led the men's shot in 
the first round, but Timmer- 
mann, silver medallist at the 1983 
Helsinki World Championships, 
seized the lead in the second and 
landed his winning 22.19 metres 
in the fifth. 

Guenthor, who set a world 
indoor best of 22.26 two weeks 
ago, had to settle for the silver 
medal with 21-53 on the fifth 
throw. 


FURNISHED FLATS ! 
FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished one 
bedroom and two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpet, colour T.V., 
central heating, telephone. 
Two locations, Jabal 
Amman, near Fifth Circle 
and Abdali area. 

Phone : 673768, 672842 after 
2 p.m. 


with a 5-2 win over Ecuador. 

In the women's events, title 
holders China and Asian Gaines 
champion South Korea were 
among the six teams to ensure 


The Netherlands, ranked 
fourth in the championship, 
brushed aside Hong Kong 3-0 to 
advance toward a place in the last 
eight in the second stage. 


France, Scotland win in 5 nation rugby 


| LONDON (R) — Centre Phillipe 
Sella intercepted a pass and 
sprinted 60 metres for a try which 
inspired France- to a 19-15 win 
over England in a five nations 
match brimming with passion and 
commitment. 

Sella, the player of the cham- 
pionship last year, broke a 12-12 
deadlock Saturday midway 
through the second half when he 
intercepted the ball inside bis 
own half and accelerated through 
the startled England defence. 

He swerved fullback Marcus 
Rose and sprinted the remaining 
20 metres for a memorable tty 
which was greeted with an equal 
mixture of joy and relief by his 
delighted team-mates. 

France, trailing 12-3 at halftime 
to a rejuvenated England side, 
clawed back to 12-6 through a 
dropped goal by fullback Serge 
Blanco. It then equalised when 
dynamic flanker Erik Shamp ex- 
ploded through the middle of the 
English defence to set up a try for 
leftwing Erik Bonne val. 

England, beaten but far from 
disgraced thanks to a magnificent 
forward effort spearheaded by 
giant locks Wade Dooley and 
Steve Bainbridge, scored its 
points through four penalties 
from Rose and a dropped goal by 


flyhalf Rob Andrew, 

Scotland downs Ireland 

Meanwhile in Edinburgh, joint 
five nations champion Scotland 
opened its 1987 campaign with a 
16-12 victory over Ireland at Mur- 
rayfield. 

Tries by Roy Laidlaw and Iwan 
Tukalo, two drop goals by flyhalf 
John Rutherford and a conver- 
sion from Gavin Hastings gave 
Scotland victory against Ireland's 
goal, drop goal and penalty. 

Both teams tried to play an open 
game in perfect conditions but it 
was the Scottish backs who man- 
aged to string their passes 
together. 

The host spent most of the first 
20 minutes in Ireland's half and 
Rutherford dropped two goals to 
give it an early lead. 

But on a rare visit into Scottish 


territory the Irish forwards burst 
away from a line-out and captain 
Dona! Lenihan crashed over. Ir- 
ish centre Michael Kieman con- 
verted and dropped a goal to give 
Ireland the lead. 

But Scotland always looked on 
top in the loose forward play and 
its backs were menacing through- 
out. 

Scrumhalf Laidlaw sneaked 
round them all five metres out to 
score in the first half and left 
winger Tukalo tiptoed over in the 
second half after Rutherford had 
lacked ahead. 

Ireland rallied at the end and 
an injury time penalty by Kieman 
— he had missed five previous 
attempts — narrowed the gap. 

Scotland's fullback Gavin 
Hastings, top scorer in the com- 
petition last season, missed five 
penalty attempts and a conver- 
sion. 


Rugby Standings in 5 Nation Tourney 


France 

Scotland 

Ireland 

Wales 

England 


FOR RENT 


Furnished apartment in Shmeisani, close to shopping area. 
Consisting of two bedrooms, dining and sitting rooms. With 
central heating and telephone. 

Contact tel: 622588 and 665762 


HOUSE FOR RENT 


A fully-fumished house, 3 bedrooms, dining, sitting 
room, large garden. CH and telephone at Marj Al 
Hamam. 

Pis call 892435, 8 a.m. - 1600 hrs 
892640, 1600 - 2000 hrs. 
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Gavaskar dismissed on 1st « . 
ball as India struggles . 


JAIPUR, India (R) — India’s 
batsmen made slow but steady 
progress as they led a determined 
recovery from the first ball dis- 
missal of opener Sunil Gavaskar 
cm the firetday of the third test 
agains t Pakistan. 

Led by Krishnamachari Srik- 
kanth and- Mohinder Amarnath, 
who hit 45 and 49 respectively, 
and Mohammed Azharuddin, 
who finished the day 72 not out, 
India readied 228 for four at the 
dose Saturday. 

Pakistan, having begun with 
the exciting removal of Gavaskar, 
bowled economically and kept 
India's -batsmen contained, but 
the spectade offered little more 
' than sporadic entertainment for a 
restive crowd. 

The dismissal of Gavaskar, re- 
turning to the Indian team after 
withdrawing from the second test 
in Calcutta for personal reasons, 
cast a long shadow over the day’s 
play. 

Needing only 82 runs to com- 
plete 10,000 in tests, Gavaskar 
played an edgy forward defensive 
stroke to the fust ball from Pakis- 
tan captain Imran Khan. Javed 
Miandad, at third slip, dived for- 
ward to take the catch. 

It was only the fourth time in 
123 tests Gavaskar had been dis- 
missed first bail. England's Geoff 
Arnold and West Indians Mal- 


colm Marshall and Michael Hold- 
ing were the other bowlers' Co 
have performed die feat. . 

Spurred by their success, Imran 
and Wasim Akram went fiat out, 
bat a slow, unresponsive wicket 
and assured batting by Srikkanth 
and. Mohinder frustrated them.' 

Srikkanth and Mohinder put 
on 74 for the second wicket in 88 
minu tes. Srikkanth tried to hit 
Imran out of the attack and the 
Pakistan captain took himself off 
after seven overs .which cost him 
36 runs. 

Srikkanth was finally removed 
when he was trapped leg before 
by Wasim Akram, offering /no 
stroke to a ball which swung hate. 
His 45 included one six and .six 
fours. 

India’s progress slowed after 
Srikkanth's exit and when Imran 
came on for a second spell after 
lunch he bowled Mohinder with 
an inswinger which broke the 
middle stump to leave India on 
114 for three. Mohinder’s 154- 
minute 49 included seven fours. 

Dilip Veugsarkar struggled to 
make 30 in 148 minutes' before be 
was out, cutting Sboaib Moham- 
med to Iqbal Qarim at slip: 

Pakistan were frustrated during 
the final session as Azharuddin 
improvised against the spinners 
and Ravi Sbastri was content to 
play down the line. 


scalping him 12-21, 21-10, 21-17. quarter-final berths Saturday in 
Kim Ki Taek returned to the *be tournament, 
table to win his second match, Hungary, Holland and* 

with Waldner continuing to dis- *h e Soviet Union were the others 
appoint the Swedes by going forge ahead in the second stage 
down 21-11, 21-18. of tournament, being played 

The see-saw battle went on Indira Gandhi Stadium, 
until, in the crucial decider, China whipped France 3-0 in 
Lindh beat Yoo 21-18, 21-8 and the** Group AA match, adding to 
gave his teammates the best pre- Friday's 3-0 win over Poland, 
sent they could have hoped for. The winners of initial draws 
The last victory also ensured have been divided into groups 
that Sweden does not play China from AA to MM, each with four 
before the finals. teams. 

Meanwhile, the Soviet Union J a° Zhimin, seeded second m 
seemed to continue the trend of 6*© singles, needed only a few 
upsets when it surged to a 2-0 niinuts to win her first match for 
lead over Yugoslavia, rated sixth China, defeating Patricia Aubry 
here. But their hopes were short of France 21-7, 21-6. 
lived when the Yugoslavs went on Japan, which came -seventh in 
to win five games in a row. The *© test world championships. 
Group CC tie was won by Yugos- tharshed Poland 3-0. China 

lavia 5-2. will meet Japan to decide the 

Top' seeded China mauled the winner in the AA Group. - 
opposition in Group AA and " In Group -CC, South Korea 
toyed with England 5-1. bumbled Sweden 34), : while Huri-. 

Jordan picked up its first win t^ary beat- Taiwan 3-4/ 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 

Borg, King named to hall of fame 


NEW YORK (AP) — Billie Jean King and Sweden’s Bjorn Borg, 
two players who helped make die game popular, were named to the 
International Tennis Hall of Fame. Joining King and Borg are 
Americans Stan Smith, Detmis Ralston and Alex Olmedo. Their 
selections will be formally announced during the Pilot Pen Classic 
at Indian Wells, California. They will inducted into the hall on July 
18 in Rhode Island. 

Prince Abdullah meets with Qatari crown 
prince 

DOHA .(Petra) — - His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah I bn Al 
Hussein, who is taking part in this year’s Middle East Cham- 
pionship. met here Saturday with the Qatari Crown Prince and 
Minister of Defence Sheikh Hamad Ibn Khalifa .Al Tham, who is 
akn the president of the higher council of youth in Qatar. The 
mating was attended by Jordanian ambassador in Doha, Kfaaled 
Al Kayed Al Awamleh. 

Paris-Peking rally agreement signed 

PEKING (AP) — Chinese sports organisations and a French 
publishing company anno unced Saturday they have rimed a letter 
of intent to stage the world’s longest motor rally, a 25-aay run from 
Paris to Peking, in spring 1988. An announcement said the 
17,000-kilometre rally is tentatively scheduled to go through 
France, Italy, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Turkey, Syria, Jordan, Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Oman. The drivers then will 
cross by boat for the final leg through Pakistan and along the Silk 
Road to Peking. 


National stays atop In Egypt 


CAIRO (R) — National's striker Taber Abu Zeid saved his team 
again when he scored with a powerful shot five minutes before the 
final whistle against Ittihad in the Egyptian soccer league. Abu 
Zeid, the league's leading scorer, scored his ninth goal this season 
with a powerful free kick from just outride the penalty area on 
Friday. He scored four goals in the second half against Mansonra 
last week after his team went into the interval one down. The 1-0 
victory kept title holder National on top of the 12-team league with 
39 points, two ahead of its traditional rival Zamalek who beat 
Dammietta 2-1. 

Italian wins 50-kilometre ski race 


OBERSTDORF, West Germany (AP) — Maurilio De Zolt of Italy 
edged Sweden’s Thomas Wassberg to win the men’s 50-kilometre 
cross-country raoe on the final day of competition Saturday in the 
Nordic Ski World Championships. De Zolt, 36, clocked the 
distance in hours, 11 minutes, 27.2 seconds for Italy’s second gold 
medal in the championships, held in this Bavarian Alps slti resort. 
Previously, Marco AJbareUo had won the 15-kilometre race for 
Italy. Wassberg came in at 2:11.49 for the silver medal, while 
teammate Torgy Mogren clinched the bronze for finishing third 1 
minute, 29.9 seconds behind De Zolt. 

Favourites advance in handball tourney 

BRESSANONE, Italy (R) — Favourites Czechoslovakia and the 
S^etUmon moved through to tbe second round in the men’s 
Handball World Championships with maximum points from their 
first-round groups. But Czechoslovakia had a tough game against 
West Germany, in their final first round match. On Friday night 
scrapmg by 24-23. the Czech superior timing finally winning against 
a fast and powerful German side. The Soviet Union easflybeat 
Norway, 32 goals to 25, while Poland upset Romania 27-21 to go 
mto the second round alongside the favourites with a full six points 
from three first round matches in the Olympic qualifying event 
Denmark and Switzerland, played a tight, exciting game producing 
few goais but plenty of possession tussle and winding up with! 
15-15 draw as a fair result. The top three teams from each group- go 
on to the second round beginning on Sunday. The four teamswho 
came bottom of each group, Finland, Japan, Brazil and Tunisia, are 
out of the competition. 
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Third World debt may 
* reach 1,080b in 1987 


St 



WASHINGTON (AP) — Debts 
of poor countries will reach a 
total of Sl.QS trillion this year, 
the World Bank report predicted. 

“The fact that debt did not 
increase much last year, in fact by 
only about one per cent in real 
terms, is not a good thing in these 
current circumstances." said Mr. 
Jean Baneth, the Frenchman who 
heads the bank's economic analy- 
sis and projections department. 

"It is not a good thing because 
it reflects the. drying up of financ- 
ing following the Mexican crisis 
almost half a decade ago and 
because it imposed on developing 
countries an enormous adjust- 
ment effort." 

Mr. Charles Larkura, a Briton 
in charge of the external debt 
division said that if inflation is 
allowed for, the total debt actual- 
ly dropped during 1986. 

The bank’s annual study of 
poor countries' debt says they 
have kept np relations with their 
creditors by stalling their de- 
velopment and reducing their 
people's incomes. They already 
have low average incomes, from 
SI 10 a yqpr of the average Ethio- 
pian to 52,410 in Argentina, com- 
pared with 116,330 a year for the 
average Swiss. 

The World Bank is owned by 
151 governments, with the Un- 
ited States holding the biggest 
block of shares. It lent them more 
than SI6 billion in the year that 
ended. last June 30. 

Lending from government and 
intergovernmental bodies like the 


World Bank have been increasing 
while lending from commercial 
banks dropped. 

Attitudes harden 

“Bankers' attitudes have har- 
dened with the passage of time, 
and the perceived incentives for 
further lending have been 
weakened," the report says. 

Money flowing from poor to 
richer countries over the last 
three years, in the form of pay- 
ments of principal and interest, 
amounted to $66 billion beyond 
what came into the poor coun- 
tries as new lending. Tbe shortfall 
was $29 billion last year, up from 
$26.3 billion in 1985, according to 
the bank. 

This outflow reverses the usual 
trend. Traditionally, capital flows 
from rich countries to poor ones: 
Investors get a good return on 
their money, while the invest- 
ment in better roads, dams, farms 
and factories creates new jobs 
and raises living standards in the 
borrowing countries. That is what 
happened in the United States in 
the last century, and in Japan 
after World War II. 

The report. says sacrifices by 
the poor countries are not enough 
to get them growing again — 
there must be more lending from 
abroad. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary James 
Baker proposed in October 1985 
to lend another $29 billion to 15 
heavily indebted countries, in ex- 
change for growth-oriented eco- 
nomic policies by the countries. 





from the Carroll Righter Institute 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, FEB. 22, 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: A Sunday when you 
have the chance to live whatever lofty school of thought 
you agree with. There will be the temptation to break 
up existing home harmony. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Out of town communica- 
tions can be a test now, so use your wisdom. Don’t make 
any hasty moves. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You fee] under pressure 
today. Don’t start any arguments with your mate. 
Remain poised. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Something may hap- 
pen today that is not to your liking. Postpone handling 
a civic affair. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) It’s a good 
day to enjoy the hobbies you like. Forget work that could 
not turn out as you want it to. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) As amusement you have been 
looking forward to is postponed. Take this in your stride 
and remain calm; 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) The situation may be 
difficult at home today, but don’t try to run away from 
it since the outside world is worse. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) You are finding it difficult 
to gain the data you need, but don’t change your views 
until you have found it 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) Try not to worry about 
practical affairs or you may wind up depressed. Medita t e 
and think positive. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Get into 
philosophical studies and avoid the tendency to fed 
discontented. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Take care you do 
not upset the one you love. Show more affection for this 
person and be happier. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You usually get along 
well with all kinds of people, but yon have to use tact 
today since things are a bit strange. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) It’s not a good day to 
get into any credit or civic affairs since your judgment 
could be rather faulty now. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY-, he or she will 
feel that whatever he, or she, decides is right, so yon 
must teach this one to listen to others. Make sure to pro- 
vide for a fine education and add foreign languages since 
there is bound to be much travel here. The field of im- 
ports is fine here. 


THE Daily Crossword by Hank Harrington 


ACROSS 


S Babwation 
9 Fades 

14 Newspaper 
Hem 

15 Tennis greet 

16 Soap plant 

17 Wooer 

19 Tennis greet 

20 Bequeath 

21 Altering 

23 Cause fervor 

26 Scot negative 

27 Chums 

30 Poetic 
contraction 

31 Pine 

34 Self 

35 Mended 
37 Certain lire 
40 Variety show 

42 Each 

43 01 — (WQaUi- 
lesai 

44 Lock of hair 

46 Playground 
Ham 

47 Favorite 

48 Gone by 

50 United 

51 Being 

52 -r Ciande 
54 OrigteeSy 

E7 ns WWd 

S0 Let up 
84 Nile city 
65 Tomato 

68 Huge old style 

69 Tied 

rosappeiy 

71 Detect 

72 Germinate 

73 Meeting; abbr. 

DOWN 

1 Census 

2 Orchestra 
member 

3 Opera singer 

4 Alien anti 

Martin 

5 M ea do w sound 

6 Query 

7 OW amusement 
port; ride 

6-— Jotamyf* 



9 Feeler 

10 Amo, 

11 Certain 
awards 

12 Actesas 
Vordugo 

13 Suiting 
18 Gents 

22 Singer Tocme 

24 Links 
necessity 

25 Piles 
27 Saucy 
2$ Ripening 

agent 

29 Wttsh’s brew 

32 Fr. dept. 

33 Modern: pret 

35 Predicament 

36 Singer Lope* 
38 Death” 

rvM H im 

. or Rose 
41 Country 
monogram 
4S Gar. snide 
49 Spank 


51 Camps for 

saUien 

52 Prepares food 
In a way 

53 Pointless . 
55 fibs 

58 Rad or Deed 
58 Sins 


59 City on the 
Tiber 

61 Graf — 

G2 Budding 


S3 TUnis tBtas 
66 Neddme style 
87 finale 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 


AMMAN (J. T.l — The following ruble summarises trading activities at the Amman Financial Market during the 
week starring Saturday. Feb. 14. W7 and ending Wednesday. Feb. IX. 'N7. (Figures in Jordanian dinars). 

Name of company 

Banking and financial institutions 

Industrial Development Bank 

Petra Bank 20600 

Jordan Islamic Bunk 

Jordan Kuwait Bank 

Jordan Gulf Bank 

Housing Bunk 

Arab Jordan Investment Bank 60000 

Cairo Amman Bank 

Bank of Jordan 44778 

Arab Bunk 

Jordan National Bank 

Jordan Finance House for Development IK60U 

Islamic Investment House 

Jordan Investment and Finance Corporation 

Finance and Credit Corporation 117691 

National Financial Investments 

National Portfolio Securities 

Jordan Securities Corporation 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 

Real Estate Financing Corporation 

AI Mashrek Exchange 

insurance and reinsurance 

Jordan French Insurance 

REFCO Life Insurance 

Jordan Insurance 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance \ 

Yarmouk Insurance and Reinsurance 

HolyLand Insurance 

Arabian Seas Insurance 

Philadelphia Insurance 

Arab Union International Insurance 

Jerusalem Insurance 

Petra Jordan Insurance 

Jordan-Gulf Insurance 

Universal Insurance 

General Insurance 

Jordon Eagle Insurance 

Middle East Insurance 

AMzdUur Insurance .... 

National Ahliyu Insurance 

Services and industries 

Durco for Housing and Investment 14336 

Real Estate Investment (Aqurco) 

Management and Consultancy 

General Investment 

Jordan Leasing Corporation 63846 

Petra Enterprises and Leasing Equipments 28X29 

Equipment Leasing & Maintcnancc/IYjccrcu 27UII 

Jordanian Elcctric'Powcr 

Irbid District Electricity 

Arab International Hotels I047UU 

Hotels and Tourism 

Garage Owners Federation Office 

Jordan National Shipping Lines 15466 

Dar AI Shaab Press. Printing and Publishing 129578 

Jordan Dairy 34009 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 23900 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industries 632241 

Jordan Phosphate Mines 15536 

Industrial. Commercial and Agricultural (Intuj) .... 

Arab Chemical Detergent industries 476] 

Aladdin Industries ’. 1X1775 

Arab Aluminium Manufacturing 42ILW* 

Jordan Worsted Mills 

Jordan Ceramics 15150 

Chemical Industries 29950 

Jordan Industries and Match (JIMCO) 35069 

Dar AI Dawa' for Development and Investment . ... 

National Steel Industries 449579 

Universal Chemical Industries 12700 

General Mining 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery 8354 

Jordan Lime & Brick 2X66S6 

NaiionaUndusirics a : 1X030 

Arab Paper Converting and Trading 23X00 

Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICO) 850 

Livestock and Poultry 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 24775 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags 

Jordan Puperand Cardboard 

Jordan Rockwool Industries 

Trans-Jordan Minerals Research 

Jordan Himch Mineral 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory 

Woolen industries 

Jordan Tanning 

Jordan Priming and Packaging 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarette 

Jordan Brewery 

Mas Industries 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals 

National Cable & Wire Manufacturing 78003 

Jordan Spinning & Weaving 14413 

Jordan Industrial Investment Corporation — 

Jordan Sulpho Chemicals 699588 

Jordan Cement Factories 415858 

Grand total 


Number 

Volume 

Opening 

Closing 

Pa- 

of shares 

of trade 

price 

price 

value 





1.000 

21)600 

46419 

2.150 

2.210 

1.000 

2708 

5810 

2.070 

2.200 

1.000 

15648 

44176 

1.660 

1.740 

l.oon 

140X1 

19074 

1.270 

1.400 

l.(XK) 

1060 

1654 

1.530 

1.580 

l.iXX) 

60000 

1 14 iw» 

2.IJ0U 

1.900 

UXX) 

777 

256X0 

30.250 

32.000 

5.000 

44778 

1049061 

17.800 

23.400 

5. (XXI 

4480 

560016 

125.750 

126.1 too 

10. (XXI 

435X2 

115821 ‘ 

'2.470 

2.6X0 

UXXI 

1 K60U 

12764 

0.670 

0.690 

i.ono 

_ 



— 

— 

1.000 

1653 

1512 

1.430 

1.400 

l.OUO 

117691 

30643 

0.730 

0.790 

i.ono 

2100 

2915 

1.3X0 

1.400 

l.(XK) 

34300 

21292 

11.590 

0.620 

l.OUO 

9717 

9148 

0.930 

0.950 

UXX) 



— 

— 

— 

1 .(XX) 



— 

— 

— 

2.0X1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10. (NX) 

38484 

150888 

3.500 

3.500 

1 .000 

129 

lilt 

0.830 

0.850 

1 .0011 

9673 

107839 

ti.onn 

11. (XXI 

l.(XX) 

2X50 

2460 

0.840 

0.870 

1.IXX) 

9420 

10362 

1.070 

l .100 

l.(KK) 

300 

300 

1.020 

1.000 

1 .(XXI 





— 

— 

LOIN) 







— 

1 .(MX) 







— 

1.000 

5975 

7X15 

1.280 

1.350 

l.(XX) 



— 

— 

— 

l.(KX) 

12450 

9864 

0.790 

o.koo 

1 .(MM) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 





— 

— 

i.ono 







— 

lO.(NK) 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

KI.IKHI 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

1.000 

2230 

3134 

1.430 

1.400 

UXXI 

14336 

8997 

0.640 

0.6 10 

UXX) 

7tX) 

350 

0.5110 

0.500 

UXX) 

_ 



— • 

— 

UXX) 

_ 



_ 

— 

UXX) 

63846 

46473 

0.670 

0.700 

UXX) 

2X829 

5063 

(1.67ft 

0.6X0 

UXX) 

27tKi 

1242 

0.960 

0.960 

UXX) 

13879 

20354 

1.460 

1.470 

UXX) 






— 

UXX) 

I047UU 

45719 

0.410 

0.440 

l.(XH) 





— 

— 

UXX) 







— 

UXX) 

15466 

43855 

0.880 

11.940 

UXX) 

I2957N 

6X4X9 

0.370 

0.550 

UXX) 

34009 

41160 

1.210 

1.210 

UXX) 

23900 

51722 

2.120 

2-160 

UXX) 

632241 

58377X 

0.840 

0.940 

UXX) 

15536 

37264 

2.390 

2.41X1 

UXXI 

9640 

13774 

1.410 

1.450 

UXX! 

4761 

23034 

4.550 

5.(HK> 

UXX) 

1X1775 

1X2793 

0.950 

1.050 

] .(NX) 

42UM0- 

6621.34 

1.5 1« 

1.550 

UXX) 

107 

471 

3.950 

4.4IX> 

] .(XX! 

15150 

15776 

0.9X0 

1.040 

UXX) 

29950 

35275 

l.(Ul) 

1.190 

UXX) 

35069 

18X99 

0.470 

0.530 

UXX) 

2550 

3491 

1.360 

1.390 

UXX) 

449579 

994929 

1.960 

2.21X1 

UXX) 

12700 

11532 

0.860 

0.9U1 

] .000 

15ft 

248 

1.65(1 

1.650 

UXX) 

8354 

57155 

6.800 

6.9CK) 

5.1 NX) 

2X66X6 

107033 

0.240 

0.390 

UXX) 

1X030 

13434 

■ - 0.670 

0.770 • 

UXX) 

23X00 

8617 

0.2X0 

(L3X0 

UXXI 

850 

815 

0.970 

0.970 

'UXX) 





_ 

— 

UXX) 

24775 

30451 

1.2011 

1.240 

UXX) 







— 

uxx> 

50 

115 

2.300 

2.300 

1 .INK) 





— 

— 

UXX) 







— 

UXX) 









I.0.X) 



— 

— 

— 

UXX) 







— 

UXX) 

75 

122 

1.620 

1.620 

UXXI 



— 

— 

— 

UXX) 



— 

— 

— 

5-0CMI 



— 

— 

— 

l.OUO 





— 

— 

UXX) 



— 

— 

— 

1.000 

'78003 

75869 

0.950 

0.980 

1.000 

14413 

8726 

0.570 

0.610 

UXX) 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

UXX) 

699588 

1519496 

1.980 

2.520 

1.000 

415858 

497904 

1.200 

1.180 

1.000 

4.295.286 

7.559.436 





Arab assets abroad rise 


LONDON (AP) — The value of investments by 
Arab oil-producing nations overseas has increased 
despite the drop in oil prices that forced them to 
draw on reserves to p ay domestic bills, financial 
analysts say. 


Figures released by the Bank of 
England this month show Arab 
oil-producing nations remain key 
players in international financial 
markets. They had nearly $450 
billion in assets overseas at the 
end of September 1986, up from 
$423.1 billion a year earlier. 

Their assets increased in value 
even though the oil exporters 
liquidated $17.4 billion in foreign 
reserves during the first three 
quarters of 1986 to cover budget 
deficits, the British central bank 
said. 

Bankets and economists spe- 
cialising in the Middle East say the 
increase is mainly due to the 
sophisticated investment policies 
of the oil-producing nations, 
which have taken advantage of a 
fall in the U.S. dollar and 
buoyant Western stock markets. 

“Arab investors have gotten a 
lot more shrewd, whether it's 
because of time or the downfall in 
oil prices,” said Mr. Paul Barker, 
a consultant on Arab banking and 
economics. 

Mr. Robert Pritchard, director 
of Kieinwon Benson Investment 
Management Ltd., said the oil 
producers have an “ enormous 
amount invested in non-dollar 
assets” that allowed them to take 
advantage of the dollar's sharp 
decline during the past year. 

Saudi Arabian light crude, 
which was officially priced at $28 
a barrel in January J986, fell to a 
low of $7.46 a barrel in July and is 
now selling at about $17 a barrel. 

Mr. Roger Mabro, director of 
Oxford University's Institute for 
Energy Studies, said tbe value of 
Arab assets — including bank 
deposits, stocks, government 
bonds and business investments 


— will depend on the fortunes of 
the stock markets, and to a lesser 
extent on exchange rates. 

“They will go up when the 
stock market booms, but when it 
dips, you lose,” he said. 

On the international financial 
scene, Mr. Pritchard said, the 
oil producers are considerably 
less important now than Japan, 
which he said is exporting capital 
at the rate of about $150 billion a 
year. 

But the oil producers can still 
make waves on financial markets 
by redeploying vast assets in- 
vested overseas in the years after 
the 1973 oil price boom, he said. 

The oil producers ranked 
fourth on the list of those with the 
largest foreign assets at the end of 
1985 with $438 billion, a position 
economists say they still hold. 
The United States was first with 
$952 billion followed by Britain 
with $859 billion and Japan with 
$440 billion, according to figures 
from tbe countries' central banks. 

The Bank of England compiles 
its statistics on the deployment of 
oil exporters' assets mainly from 
the recipient countries. 

It gives no country-by-country 
breakdown of foreign assets but 
says “the vast majority” is held 
by Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates. It also 
gives no breakdown on whether 
the assets are held by govern- 
ments or individuals, saying it is 
often difficult to differentiate. 

The $447.9 billion in foreign 
assets held by the oil producers in 
September 1986 included $164.7 
billion in bank deposits, $141.3 
billion in investments and $31.4 
billion in government bonds. 

The remainder includes con- 


cessionary loans to developing 
countries and loans to the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund. 

The European Community, 
especially Britain, remains the 
favourite choice for Arab inves- 
tors. They held $142.8 billion in 
assets in England at the end of 
September 1986, an increase of 
$16 billion over the previous 
year. 

Mr. Barker said he sees rwo 
current trends in Arab invest- 
ment — an overall drop in the 
placement of government funds 
in the international market but an 
increase of private sector funds 
going abroad from the Gulf area. 

“Companies incorporated in 
the Gulf are trying io look abroad 
for other forms of business.” he 
said. 

Mr. Timothy Ingram, Middle 
East director for Grindlays Bank, 
said the decline in oil earnings 
that started in 1983 and acceler- 
ated in 1986 “actually perversely 
promoted investment abroad” 
because of a lack of investment 
opportunity in the Arab coun- 
tries. 

Banking sources said another 
reason pushing the private sector 
in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait to 
invest abroad is the possibil- 
ity of the governments running 
out of money — and trying to tap 
their assets. 

The Saudis publicly conceded 
for the first time in announcing 
their budget for fiscal 1987 that 
they would dip into reserves to 
meet the projected deficit of 
52.72 billion riyals ($24.05 bil- 
lion). 

The Kuwaiti government, 
which economists say receives at 
least 50 per cent of its income 
from non-oil investments, has 
assets across tbe world including 
holdings in Hoechst, Daimler- 
Benz, Metallgesellscfaaft and 
Volkswagen Do Brasil, property 
along the River Thames in Lon- 
don and Gulf oil’s European 
holdings. 


Brazil suspends interest payment 


BRASILIA (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Jose Samey announced Fri- 
day night Brazil was indefinitely 
suspending interest payments on 
its $103 billion foreign debt, the 
largest in the developing world. 

It had been expected that Pres- 
ident Samey would -announce a 
suspension of payments for three 
months. But the president did not 
set a timetable for renewing pay- 
ments. 

President Samey is facing Bra- 
zil’s worst economic crisis since 
taking office two years ago as the 
nation's first civilian president in 
21 years. He said Friday that 
Brazil would renew negotiations 
with foreign bankers. 

“1 want to announce that the 
country is suspending payments 
on interest of its foreign debt,” 
President Samey said in a nation- 
wide television and radio speech. 
“I must confess it isn’t easy to 
take a decision of this magni- 
tute.” 

“We will negotiate a formula to 
pay within parameters that don’t 
compromise our economic de- 
velopment." he said. “A formula 
that avoids political instability, 
recession, unemployment, and 
social crisis.” 


“This is not an attitude of 
confrontation,” the president 
said. 

Brazil has been paying about 
$12 billion a year on its debt. 
About one-fourth of the debt is 
held by U.S. banks such as Citi- 
bank and Chase Manhattan of 
New York. 

President Sarney also 
announced other moves to sal- 
. vage tbe Brazilian economy: 

— For six months, Brazil’s 
treasury would spend only what it 
takes in. 

— State-run companies will 
only make investments with re- 
sources they generate or with 
resources already allocated. 

— A total revision of govern- 
ment subsidies. 

Meanwhile, Argentine Treas- 
ury Secretary Mario Brodersohn 
said Argentina could suspend 
payments on its $53 billion fore- 
ign debt if commercial banks 
refuse its request for finance to 
meet growth targets. 

“If the international banks 
don’t grant us the $2.15 billion we 
asked for , priority will be given to 
growth of the gross domestic pro- 
duct rather than meeting foreign 
debt payments,” he told repor- 


ters. 

“If they put nonsense to ns, we 
will reply with nonsense,” Mr. 
Brodersohn said after a meeting 
with Economy Minister Juan 
Sonnouflle. 

Mr. Brodersohn said he was 
reasonably confident Argentina 
would reach agreement with the 
steering committee of its creditor 
banks in New York this week. 

Argentina's loan request is 
based on a four per cent growth 
plan for 1987. “This is not negoti- 
able,” be said. 

He said be believed tbe steer- 
ing committee understood this. 
“My conclusion after many talks 
is optimistic and positive.” he 
added. 

Mr. Brodersohn said Brazil's 
announcement would create con- 
siderable tension. 

“It will cause a certain degree 
of tension with the creditor 
banks, because (Brazil) is the 
main debtor in Latin America.” 
he said. 

He said in view of Argentina's 
economic progress in recent years 
it had asked for better interest 
rates and conditions than other 
countries in the region. 


Peanuts 


HKE*S-mE WORLD FAMOUS 
1 SURGEON ON HIS UW TO 
HAVE LUNCH IN THE 
[HQ5PfTAL CAFETERIA... 
-&■ 





SOME OF THE DOCTORS 
DON'T LIKE TO EAT IN 
THE CAFETERIA.. 




ITS EXCJTIN6 BECAUSE 
I'M TOO SHORT TO 5EE 
U)HAT I'VE ORDERED... 



MuttrT Jeff 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By H uii Is 



"1 couldn’t find my nail clippers, so I 
tried to use the electric pencil 
sharpener." 


Andy Capp 



-I BET YOU CAN 
| REAUN TASTE SOUR 
FOOD NOW THAT . 
VOUIR E OF F THE 
CIGARETTES/ EH? 



MATTER OF PACT, 
I CAN -I FIND* • 
I'VE BEEN EATING 
A LOT OF STUFF 
IDONTUKE- 



( THAT SCRAMBLED WORD CAME 
|9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words. 


SVORI 



mmm 

r’ S 


IDDEC 


U 

□ 




DAYPOR 
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□ 
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Wi 


Ml 

m 

m 
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WHAT SHE Pit? 
WHEN SHE PlS- 
COVEREP THAT HER 
BOYFfRlENP WAS A 
CROOKED* ©AMBLER. 

I 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


^“[UHTJUXThim 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: KNELL TABOO PUZZLE MEMBER 
Answer What s abig^a boat on a nice windy day can be 
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8 Vforid news 


Vetoes by U.S., U.K. block 
sanctions against Pretoria 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The United States and 
Britain have vetoed a resolution calling for manda- 
tory economic sanctions against South Africa as a 
way of ending its apartheid race policies. 


Friday night's U.N. Security 
Council vote came at the end of a 
four-day debate on racial turmoil 
in South Africa, where a state of 
emergency is in force. 

West Germany also opposed 
the draft, while France and Japan 
abstained. 

Italy, the other Western mem- 
ber of the 15-nation council, 
voted for the resolution, spon- 
sored by five non-aligned coun- 
tries — Argentina, Congo, Gha- 
na, the United Arab Emirates, 
and Zambia. Also voting in 
favour were Bulgaria, China, the 
Soviet Union and Venezuela. 

The resolution, expressing out- 
rage at the “Pretoria racist regi- 
me's further intensification of its 
repressive rule," would have im- 
posed a range of mandatory sanc- 
tions similar to those enacted last 
year by the U.S. Congress over 
President Reagan's veto. 

It would have barred imports 
of South African krugerrand 
coins, military goods, sugar, ura- 
nium, coal, iron, steel, and agri- 
cultural products, and would 
have prohibited exports to South 
Africa of computers, crude ofl 
and petroleum products. 

Air links, nuclear trade. South 
African deposit accounts and the 
promotion of tourism would also 
have been banned, and tax 
treaties terminated. 

Speaking immediately before 
the vote, U.S. Ambassador Her- 
bert Okun said Washington 
“totally rejects the notion that we 
should eliminate apartheid by 
provoking the collapse of the 
South African economy and a 
subsequent violent revolution.” 

The United States did not be- 
lieve the United Nations should 
mandate to all its members what 
their appropriate course of action 
should be, he said. 

It would be all but impossible 
to enforce worldwide mandatory 
sanctions and very difficult to 
agree later whether sufficient 
progress had been made toward 
dismantling apartheid to warrant 
lifting them, Mr. Okun said. 

Ambassador James Gbeho of 
Ghana, one of the sponsors of the 
resolution, appealed to U.N. 


7 injured in 2 attacks in 
South African townships 


PRETORIA (Agencies) — 
Seven blacks were injured in two 
separate attacks in South Africa's 
racially-segregated townships. 
Pretoria's Bureau For Informa- 
tion said Saturday. 

Two women and three children 
were seriously hurt when petrol 
bombs were thrown by “radicals” 
at a home in Mamelodi township 
outside Pretoria in the early 
hours of Friday morning, the 
bureau said in a routine report 
covering- unrest over the pre- 
vious 24 hours. 

It said the house was consider- 
ably damaged in the attack which 
was being investigated by police. 

A black man and woman were 
seriously injured in a black 
township near the Indian Ocean 
port of Darban when two men 
threw a hand grenade into a 
bakery in which they were work- 
ing. the statement said. Police 
were investigating. 

The bureau said 156 students 
were arrested by security forces 
after what it said appeared to be 
an entire school "intimidated 
pupils” at another school in the 
Botshabelo township near 
Bloemfontein. 


It said other unrest incidents of 
protests were reported but dam- 
age was minimal. 

The government said Friday 
that five guerrillas arrested trying 
to smuggle automatic weapons 
and explosives into South Africa 
were trained in Libya. 

Law and Order Minister 
Adriaan Vlok said in a statement 
the suspects had pieces of Libyan 
military unforms when they were 
apprehended. 

Mr. Vlok did not say when the 
arrests were made or describe 
how the suspects were 
apprehended. He said they were 
trying to smuggle the weapons 
from Botswana. 


The minister said two accom- 
plices also were arrested. A sixth 
suspect escaped, he said. 

Mr. Vlok said some of them 
were members of a group called 
Qibla, which he described as a 
“leftist radical organisation oper- 
ating under the banner of the 
PAC” — the Pan-Africanist Con- 
gress. The congress is the second- 
largest South African guemlla 
movement after the African 
National Congress (ANC). 
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FORCE THE SURRENDER 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
♦ QJ4 
7K9 8 
v A 5 4 
+ AKQJ 

WEST EAST 


WEST 
• A 10832 
77 

>9873 

*8«5 


12 4K765 

7 A 5 32 
>K6 2 
*74 
SOUTH 
*9 

7QJ 1064 

; q j io 

* 1093 2 


North East South 

1 + Pass 1 7 

2 NT Pass 3 * 

3 7 Pass 4 7 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Nine of 0 


When you have long trumps, 
winning defense often consists of 
forcing declarer to ruff and fatally 
weaken his trump holding. East ex- 
ploited that principle perfectly on 
this hand from a recent 
tournament. 

Once South elicited delayed 
heart support from his partner, he 
chose the suit game because or his 
singleton. With a more fortunate 
trump break, a winning diamond 


finesse or less inspired defense, he 
would have coasted home. 

West's diamond lead was ducked 
to East's king, and he took some 
time to consider the possibilities. 
From the lead and the high cards 
on the (able, it was obvious that 
there were no more tricks to be had 
from the minor suits. Besides the 
trump acc. the defenders would 
have to get either two spade tricks 
or a spade and a second trump. If 
declarer held the ace of spades, the 
contract could not be beaten. 
Therefore, East based his defense 
on his partner holding the ace of 
spades, and his plan included the 
possibility that declarer held only 
a singleton spade. 

At trick two he shifted to the 
king of spades! When that held. 
East needed only for his partner to 
hold one trump to be sure of de- 
feating the contract. He continued 
with a low spade. Declarer ruffed 
and led a trump to the king and ace. 
East continued with another spade 
to force declarer down to three 
trumps, and his long trump proved 
to be the setting trick. 

Note that a shift to a low spade 
would not do. West would win the 
ace and continue the suit. Declarer 
would ruff out East’s king, and he 
would still have a spade control in 
dummy. 


members to “move away from 
short-sighted and narrow mo- 
tives” and to take firm action. 

He said the draft did not seek 
to go beyond the measures 
already endorsed by the legisla- 
tures of various member states. 

Italy's Maurizio Bucci said 
selective mandatory sanctions 
could play a useful role as a 
“powerful political message and 
as an instrument to exert gradual 
pressure for change” on the 
South African government. 

In Pretoria, Foreign Minister 
Pik Botha said British and U.S. 
vetoes of the U.N. resolution 
would provide only temporary re- 
spite from what be called an 
international vendetta. 

He said in a statement soon 
after the results of Friday night's 
Security Council vote that he 
expected new plans were already 
being made to instigate world- 
wide sanctions. 

Mr. Botha called on moderate 
South Africans to unite against 
the moves. 

“(South Africans) would, not 
be prescribed to, especially by 
countries where there were no 
indications of a semblance of 
democracy,” he said. 

Mr. Botha said the outcome 
had been expected, except for the 
vote by Italy. He said he would 
contact bis Italian counterpart on 
the “inexplicable” action of the 
Italian government. 

In London. Britain's opposi- 
tion Labour Party condemned as 
disgraceftil Britain’s veto . 

“The government's derision to 
veto South African sanctions is 
particularly disgraceful since the 
Security Council resolution fol- 
lowed closely the proposals over- 
whelmingly adopted by the U.S. 
Congress.” Labour's foreign 
affairs spokesman, Denis Healey 
said. 

He accused Conservative 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er of giving aid and comfort to 
South African President P.W. 
Botha in the middle of the cam- 
paign for the whites-only elec- 
tions set for May 6. 

Mrs. Thatcher has continually 
opposed full economic sanctions 


against South Africa and only 
reluctantly agreed in September 
to adopt a weaker package of 
sanctions along with the Euro- 
pean Community. It includes a 
ban on imports of steel, iron and 
gold coins. 

Before the council vote. West 
Germany warned South Africa’s 
neighbours Friday of serious con- 
sequences for them if mandatory 
economic sanctions were imposed 
against Pretoria and questioned 
whether effective relief could be 
provided them. 

Hans Werner Lautenschlager. 
the West German chief delegate, 
said South African threats of 
counter-measures in the region 
should be takeu seriously. 

Given the present economic, 
traffic and geographical condi- 
tions, such counter-measures 
might entail serious consequences 
for the neighbouring states, be 
said. 


It was an open question, he 
said, whether help from abroad 
would be sufficient to redress a 
further deterioration of their 
already precarious economic 
situation, Mr. Lautenschlager 
said in an address in the Security 
Council. 

While denouncing the South 
African system as a violation of 
elementary human rights, Mr. 
Lau tenschlager said it was hard to 
imagine that increased economic 
pressure could effectively alter 
“the rigid mentality of apartheid” 
and bring about id abolition. 

The end of apartheid could not 
be prevented in the long term, he 
said. 


He did not say whether West 
Germany would vote against the 
resolution, which diplomats said 
was likely to be vetoed by the 
United States and Britain. 

Raphael Muli Kiilu of Kenya 
said the South African govern- 
ment had engaged in devious 
manoeuvres to try to convince the 
world that reforms were under 
way while the situation in the 
country had assumed genocidal 
proportions. 

He said his government 
favoured comprehensive manda- 
tory sanctions and that the resolu- 
tion before tbe council was the 
least the 15-nation body could do 
in face of Pretoria's audacious 
challenge to Security Council au- 
thority. . 


Kissinger 
faults Reagan 
policy on 
Nicaragua 


NEW ORLEANS (R) — The 
United States should do more to 
oust Nicaragua's leftist govern- 
ment if it really believes the 
Sandinistas are a threat, former 
Secretary of State Henry Kissin- 
ger has said. 

“If Nicaragua is hooked into 
Cuba and the Soviet Union and if 
it continues to have such a large 
presence of Cuban forces there, it 
will become an overwhelming 
threat to the rest of Latin Amer- 
ica,” Dr. Kissinger, who served 
under President Richard Nixon, 
said in a speech at Tulane Uni- 
versity in New Orleans. 

“If we believe the threat de- 
rives from the government, we 
must try to overthrow it,” he 
said. 

But if Washington did not want 
to pursue that course, it should 
work to separate Nicaragua from 
Cuban and Soviet influence, he 
said. 

The Reagan administration. 
Dr. Kissinger said, should either 
increase military aid to the contra 
rebels in Nicaragua or cut it off 
entirely. “The present situation is 
untenable.” 

“We are doing enough to keep 
us above the situation now,” the 
former secretary of state said. 
“But we are not doing enough to 
reach a solution there.” 

Dr. Kissinger said the Reagan 
administration's arms sales to 
Iran had undermined U.S. credi- 
bility in the Middle East and had 
hurt “our future with the con- 
tras.” 

He called the sale of arms to 
Iran “a serious mistake” and said 
the White House should have 
publicly admitted the sale sooner 
than it did. 

Meanwhile. Arturo Cruz, a 
moderate Nicaraguan rebel lead- 
er crucial to congressional sup- 
port of U.S. aid to the rebels, was 
quoted by the Washington Post 
Saturday, as saying he received a 
$7,0Q0-a-month stipend from 
the White House. 

Cruz said that sacked National 
Security Council (NSC) aide 
Oliver North arranged the 
stipend and told him it came from 
a private foreign source, the 
newspaper said. 

It quoted Cruz as saying he told 
agents for the special counsel 
investigating the Iran arms scan- 
dal about the payments and 
agreed to give them access to his 
three bank accounts. 


U.S. 

to consult 
allies on 
SDI tests 


Moscow to announce 
nuclear test in advance 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Two 
senior arms control specialists are 
making plans for extensive con- 
sultation with the United States’ 
allies before President Ronald 
Reagan decides whether’ to 
approve new “Star Wars” tests, 
sources say. 

The tentative decision to send 
Paul H. Nitze and Edward Row- 
ny to Western Europe, Asia and 
the Pacific next week indicates 
Mr. Reagan may be ready to 
implement a broad interpretation 
of the 1972 anti-ballistic missile 
treaty. 

That would permit the Penta- 
gon to try out exotic technology 
developed on a crash basis in 
American laboratories for a 
possible space-based defence 
against Soviet missiles. 

Mr. Reagan announced in 
October 1985 that the United 
States would adhere to a narrow 
interpretation even chough he 
said a broader reading of the 
treaty was legal. 

On Tuesday, the State Depart- 
ment said U.S. negotiators had 
explained the broad interpreta- 
tion of the treaty to the Soviets at 
the Geneva arms control talks 
“and why wc believe it’s fully 
justified.” 

A senior U.S. official, in an 
interview Friday, said “the Penta- 
gon feels they could do better if 
one would implement the broad- 
er interpretation, rather than the 
narrow one.” 

But the official, who discussed 
the situation only if his name was 
withheld, said Mr. Reagan had 
not decided on expanded Star 
War tests. 

“It’s still an unsettled matter 
within tbe administration, and 
between the White House and 
Congress, and with our allies, and 
we want to do some consultation 
before any decision is made.” he 
said. 

While Britain is inclined to 
support whatever decision Mr. 
Reagan makes, several of the 
other allies are hesitant about 
expanding Star Wars test because 
•they feel it could hurt U.S. 
negotiations with tbe Soviet Un- 
ion aimed, at reducing nuclear 
weapons, the official said. 

U.S. and Soviet negotiators in 
Geneva are close to agreement 
on reducing inteimediate-range 
nuclear missiles in Europe. 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Krem- 
lin leader Mikhail Gorbachev has 
said that Moscow will announce 
its nett nuclear test in advance, 
breaking with a tradition of si- 
lence about such explosions, 
Moscow Radio reported 
Saturday. 

Mr. Gorbachev, speaking Fri- 
day in the Estonian capital, Tal- 
linn, said Moscow was not yet 
conducting tests although it had 
abandoned its unilateral morator- 
ium when the United States car- 
ried out its first blast of the year 
earlier this month. 

There were limits to Moscow’s 
patience and, if Washington did 
not reverse its policy, die Soviet 
Union would act. 

“We will tell you when this is 
going to happen,” the radio 
quoted him as saying. 

The Soviet Union has never 
announced tests in advance or 
reported that they have taken 
place but independent scientific 
bodies have monitored them. 

Moscow introduced its mora- 
torium in August 1985 but 
Washington declined to join it, 
citing verification problems and 
its own security needs. 

On television Friday night, Mr. 
Gorbachev sidestepped a ques- 
tion from a man in Tallinn who 
asked when the next nuclear test 
would take place by asking him 
wbat he thought, The man said: 
“I think we could wait a little.” 

Mr. Gorbachev then reiterated 
accusations that Washington 
wanted to achieve military super- 
iority and exhaust the Soviet Un- 
ion economically. 

Tbe Americans feared the 
Kremlin’s drive to revitalise tbe 
economy as much if not more 
than Soviet weapons, he said. 


Meanwhile a member of the 
American monitoring group said 
Saturday the Soviet Union plans 
to resume nuclear testing in the 
next fews days and has ordered 
U.S. scientists to shut off moni- 
toring equipment at the main 
nuclear test site. 

The exact timing of the test was 
unknown, but the monitors were 
told to keep their equipment off 
for at least three days, Jacob 
Scherr, an attorney for the U.S. 
Natural Resources Defence 
Council told tire Associated 
Press. ■. 

“We were told there was going 
to be a test,” Mr. Scherr said, 
speaking by telephone from the 
city of Karkaraluisk in northern 
Kazakhstan. 

A new test would mark the first 
such explosion since August 
1985, when the Kremlin began a 
unilateral moratorium on testing 
that was extended four times and 
finally expired on Jan. 1. 

Mr. Scherr said the order to 


turn off the monitoring equip- 
ment came after Tom Cochran, 


head of the Natural Resources 
Defence Council, met this week 
with Communist Party Secretary 
Anatoly F. Dobrynin in an 
attempt to win permission to 
keep the seismic devices on dur- 
ing a Soviet test. 

Mr. Cochran also spoke to Mr. 
Gorbachev about the idea during 
a reception at the Kremlin for 
participants in an international 
forum on disarmament. 

The nuclear testing issue has 
been a key component of the 
Kremlin’s public stand on arms 
control since the moratorium was 
announced to coincide with the 
40th anniversary of the U.S. ato- 
mic bombing of Hiroshima. 


12 nations table proposal 
on freedom of information 


VIENNA (R) —Twelve Western 
nations have tabled a 15-point 
proposal at tbe Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE) for improving 
general access to information and 
journalists' working conditions. 

The proposal would oblige 
signatory States to allow unim- 
peded reception of broadcasts 
across frontiers, it was announced 
at a news conference. 

The proposal was submitted by 
the delegations of Spain, Britain, 
Ireland, Luxembourg, Belgium, 
West Germany, France, Greece, 
Iceland, Italy, Portugal and the 
United States. 

They want to reduce the wait- 
ing-time for journalistic visas to a 


maximunt of two months, in- 
crease opportunities of individual 
as against group travel for foreign 
journalists and ensure they are 
not hindered in their news 
gathering. 

Radio and television organisa- 
tions would be encouraged to 
broadcast live programmes in 
which journalists, politicians or 
other individuals .from other 
CSCE rtates would Take part. 

Warren Zimmerraann, head of 
the U.S. delegation, told the 
news conference the proposal was 
of great interest to the United 
States because of j amming by 
Moscow of the radio stations 
Voice of America, Radio Free 
Europe and Radio Liberty. 


51 injured in Philippine bomb blast 


MANILA (R) — At least 51 
people were injured when un- 
identified men detonated a home- 
made bomb in a packed gymna- 
sium in the southern Philippines 
Friday night, the military said 
Saturday. 

It said that according to a field 
report noboy was killed in the 
blast in Margosatubig in western 
Mindanao Island. 

Meanwhile President Corazon 
Aquino flew into this Communist 
rebel-contested village Saturday 
and told tearful survivors of an 
alleged army massacre “what 
happened here will not happen in 
our country again.” 


The survivors, including chil- 
dren aged between two and 10, 
showed Mrs. Aquino wounds on 
their chests, arms and legs and 
told her soldiers killed 17 villa- 
gers of this farming village north 
of Manila on Feb. 10. 

The 54-year-old president ar- 
rived by a helicopter which set 
down in aricefield surrounded by 
recently abandoned huts. 

“I came here to know what the 
government can do so that what 
happened to you will not happen 
again,” Mrs. Aquino told about 
30 villagers whom she later met 
privately “so l can hear from your 
own lips what really happened ... 


You can trust me. You can tell 
me everything.” 

She said,“it js not in our hearts 
to take vengeance but to look for 
ways so that this will not be 
repeated.” 

The incident, one of the 
bloodiest in tbe 18-year guerrilla 
war, occured after about 20 
guerrillas, hiding in the villagers' 
huts, ambushed an army patrol, 
killing a soldier. 

Survivors said the troops, 
apparently suspecting villagers to 
be rebels or their sympathisers, 
shot men, women and children 
after the guerrillas left. 


Blasts injure 20 on Bangladesh Martyrs’ Day 


DHAKA (R) — President Hos- 
sain Mohammad Ershad and his 
supporters cancelled a planned 
visit to a city centre memorial 
after at least 20 people were 
wounded in bomb blasts early 
Saturday. 

Police said unidentified attack- 
ers threw 25 bombs near the 
memorial, which commemorates 
six people killed by police in 1952 
for supporting demands that Ben- 
gali should be a state language in 
what was then Pakistan. 

The blasts, shortly after the 
Martyrs’ Day ceremonies began 
at one minute past midnight, 
caused panic among thousands of 
people who had walked barefoot 
to the Shaheed Minar Memorial. 

Tension subsided quickly after 
ambulances rushed victims to 
hospitals. 


Gen. Ershad pleaded for peace 
and unity in a national broadcast 
last night. 

But neither he, his ministers 
nor anyone from his Jatiya Party 
showed up at the memorial, 
prompting a political opponent to 
proclaim victory over “the hated 
autocrat and his anti-people gov- 
ernment.” 

About 40 people were injured 
at the memorial last Feb. 21, 
when rival student groups fought 
pitched battles with knives and 
bombs as they tried to display 
portraits of assassinated Presi- 
dent Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
and Ziaur Rahman. 

Awami League Chief Sheikh 
Hasina and leaders of other 
opposition groups placed wreaths 
at the- memorial this morning as 
Dhaka University students and 


teachers supervised the crowds. 

Then Gen. Ershad's arch-rival 
Begum Khalea Zia arrived with 
nearly 2,000 followers, shouting 
anti-government slogans. 

In an unscheduled speech at 
the memorial, Khaleda proc- 
laimed victory over the “hated 
autocrat Ershad who did not dare 
to come out, fearing people's 
wrath.” 

“His breaking of precedent 
shows his weaknesses. Let us now 
launch a more vigorous campaign 
to overthrow him,” Khaleda told 
cheering supporters. 

Gen. Ershad's Jatiya Party is to 
hold a religious ceremony this 
evening to mark tbe day. 

“There’s no use going to the 
memorial where serenity is lost in 
political quagmires,” one Jatiya 
leader told reporters. 


Experts find, volcanic water near Hawaii 


LA JOLLA, California (AP) — 
An underwater volcano resemb- 
ling a shimmering crimson palace 
contains astonishing parallels to 
the African lake where a gas 
explosion last year killed more 
than 1.700 villagers, a scientist 
says. 

The volcano Loihi, about 48 
kilometres from Hawaii, is car- 
peted in fluffy red bacteria and 
bathed in super-carbonated water 
bubbling like champagne, said 
Hannon Craig, a geochemistry 
professor at the Scripps Institu- 
tion of Oceanography. 

Craig compared the activity 
around Loihi with that at Lake 
Nios in Cameroun, where an 
Aug. 21, 1986, explosion of car- 
bon dioxide gas killed 1,746 near- 
by villagers. 

Like tbe Lake Nios disaster. 


excess carbon dioxide in the wa- 
ter around the volcano may be 
responsible for the absence of 
fauna found at similar underwa- 
ter sites. 

Craig led a team that spent 
nine days this month studying the 
volcano more than 3,000 metres 
below the surface from a small 
submarine. He presented his 
findings Friday at a news confer- 
ence. 

“We’re trying to find out 
what’s happening in these volca- 
nic lakes so we can help people 
avoid being killed,” Craig said. 

Colour videos of the explora- 
tion showed fresh volcanic rock 
covered with moss-like crimson 
bacteria. Craig said that as far as 
he knew,- the growth has never 
before been seen by scientists. 

Water containing more than 


4,000 times the amount of carbon 
dioxide in normal seawater “bub- 
bled like champagne” from vents 
in the bright red lava, resulting in 
a shimmering effect, Craig said. 

The study was part of a prog- 
amme funded by the National 
Research Institute to compare 
U>ihi’s volcanic activity with ear- 
lier data taken by Craig at other 
seismic vents on the east Pacific 
rise, off Mexico. 

“In comparing the two areas, 
the thing that was most surprising 
was tbe lack of life (at Loihi),” he 
said. “Unlike the surrounding 
areas of the (Pacific rise), there 
were do giant clams, musselk, 
tubeworms or crabs.” 

“It’s a special site because we 
think the fauna is being poisoned 
there by the high carbon dioxide 
content,” he said. 
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Jerry Hall acquitted of drug charges 


BRIDGETOWN. Barbados (R) — American Mrion mode) Jerry 
Halil girlfriend of rock star Mick Iagg«, has. ° f 



two were arrested after an investigation triggered when wedding 
guests at a rural church in Franklin County, Indiana, disco- 
vered Lemen’s boot-clad legs in a weed patch last Saturday. 
Police said their search led them to Fryman’s trailer home m a 
Cincinnati surburb, where they found bloodstains and several 
'apparent devil worship items, including black candles and an 
altar formed from a gravestone. Lemen, a Cincinnati bakery 
store clerk, disappeared on Feb. 9. Police said they believe she 
may have been slain in a macabre Friday tbe I3th rite one week 
ago. Lemen’s family identified her legs from the boots remain- 
ing on them. The rest of her body has not been found and police 
are searching area graveyards for it. 


Third Nairobi schoolgirl mutilated 


NAIROBI (R) — A third Nairobi schoolgirl has been strangled 
and mutilated in what appears to be a senes of ritual killings by 
people seeking parts of human bodies for use in witchcraft, 
police said. The body of the 1 1-year-old girl was found in a 
coffee plantation outside Nairobi. Witnesses said the killers had 
cut out her tongue and genitals, the parts most valued in 
witchcraft remedies. Two other schoolgirls were killed in the 
same area last November and mutilated in tbe same manner. 
Newspapers in neighbouring Uganda reported a similar wave of 
ritual killings in and around the capital Kampala last October. 
Other reports of the same practice have come from West Africa. 


Revenge sought with poisoned Valentine 


NEW YORK (R) — A university professor jailed for making 
illegal drugs tried to get revenge by sending a Valentine's box of 
poisoned chocolates to the judge' who sentenced him, federal 
agents said. The judge's wife collapsed after eating some of the 
candy, they said. She survived the poisoning. Dr. John 
Buettner-Janusch, former chairman of New York University’s 
Anthropology Department, was arrested and charged with 
attempted murder. The poisoned chocolates were delivered to 
the home of Judge Charles Brieant, with an anonymous card, 
one week ago. on Friday the 13th. The judge’s wife Virginia 
opened and tried the sweets. An investigation of the chocolate 
box found Buettner-Janusch 's fingerprints, the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) said. William Doran, chief of the FBI's 
New York Criminal Division, said there was “a lethal concen- 
tration” of poison in the candy. 


China campaigns against VD 


PEKING (AP) — Chinese Health authorities have launched a 
nationwide campaign against venereal disease (VD), a problem 
China claimed to have eradicated more than 20 years ago. The 
official China Daily said that the Ministry of Public Health has 
set up 10 surveillance stations in major coastal cities and plans to 
open six more of such centres. It said sexually transmitted 
diseases have made a comeback in China in recent years in part 
because of “the influx of tourists who have brought the virus 
into China and in part by the occurrence of promiscuous 
behaviour in the country. ” It did not say how many people had 
contracted such diseases. The report was datelined Canton, the 
most Westernised of Chinese city because of its proximity to 
Hong Kong. Reports from Hong Kong have said there has been 
a resurgence of prostitution in Canton in recent years. 


Chinese bus conductor beaten to death 


PEKING (R) — A Chinese bus conductor who tried to stop a 
drunken gang robbing a passenger was bludgeoned to death as 
other passengers watched, the Youth Daily said. A gang of eight 
men and three women forced open the doors when the 
18-year-old conductor told the driver to take the bus to the 
police station, the newspaper said. They dragged him outside by 
the hair, beat him and stabbed him five times in the leg Other 
passengers, including soldiers, stood and watched without 
intervening. Tbe conductor died in hospital in Hefei, capital of 
Anhui province. The newspaper said no arrests had been made. 
Bus company officials said there had been about 10 other cases 
since last year of passen'gers attacking their staff. 


Dial-a-joint delivers hashish to your door 


AMSTERDAM, Netherlands (AP) — Want some marijuana or 
hashish and don’t feel like leaving home? In Amsterdam, dial 
381-777, and within the city limits. Four hashish order will be 
promptly delivered to your door. Blow Home Couriers, 
operating from one of the .Dutch capital’s 120 hashish-selling 
coffee shops, is the first home delivery service for what the 
authorities here cal] “soft drugs,” Amsterdam police spokesman 
Klaas Wilting said. Tte sale and possession of “soft drugs,” or 
hashish and marijuana, are officially illegal in The Netherlands. 
While police take a tough stand against so-called “bard drugs” 
like heroin and cocaine, authorities tolerate the small-scale sale 
and possession of hashish and marijuana. The service, apparent- 
ly inaugurated earlier this month, offers free-of-charge delivery 
of any order over 25 guilders ($12.50) within Amsterdam’s city 
limits, according to a rane-rcmrHwt m 
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limits, according to a tape-recorded message answering tele- 
phone calls to Blow Home Couriers. “Our motorbike couriers 
are equipped with radios to ensure prompt delivery” the 
message said, adding that prospective clients in the capital's 
sprawling suburbs will be charged a small delivery fee. Toler- 
ance towards “soft drags” notwithstanding, police are planning 
to crack down on Blow Home Couriers, Wilting iulii the 
Associated Press. & 


Gold prospectors swing into action 


KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) — - Soldiers were called in to 

maintain order after hundreds of would-be pom 

invaded a church building site whme 

resembling gold. Men. women and children mmed S 

machetes, pikes, and shovels made their wav to 

60 kilometres east of this capital. The new \S£ < *5 STte 

only on the church foundation, but undented 

power company substation and invaded a burial plot *So S? 

there has been no evidence of gold,” said National 

Minister Errol Anderson. national Security 












